






THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





RIN 





29rn Coneress, Ist Session. 








Mr. CALHOUN expressed a hope that the mo- 
tion would prevail. If he understood the resolu- 
tion correctly, it provided for the erection of a 
monument by an association; but he knew of no 
association. He trusted that, whenever a monu- 
ment was erected to Washington, it would be by 
Congress, and not by an association. 

Mr. DAYTON desired to say one word on the 
subject. He was not very familiar with details, 
but there was a society in existence which was 
called the Washington Monument Association, if 
he understood it. He did not know whether the 
association was incorporated or not: he was in- 
clined to believe it was. It had been in existence 
some years, and had already collected a considera- 
ble sum of money—thousands of dollars—the free 
oflerings of citizens of the country, (the amount 
being limited to one dollar for each ceiee) It was 
with this money, together with such additional sum 
as the association may derive from like sources, 
that they wished to erect a monument; asking of 
the Government simply asite on the public grounds, 
and not an appropriation of a dollar. He could 
conceive no benefit that would be derived from a 
reference of this resolution to the committee; the 
suyject had already been before the Committee on 
Public Buildings of the Senate, and had been acted 
on during the present session: he would not say 
identically the same resolution, but one substan- 
tia'ly the same. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said that if the object of the 
motion of reference was that Congress should, in 
anywise, control the manner in which the monu- 
ment was to be erected, it would be an additional 
reason with him why he would vote against it. 
Directly after the decease of Washington, Congress 
declared that a monument should be erected to his 
menory; and efforts had been subsequently, and at 
different times, made in one or the other branch of 
Congress to do so, but without success. Twice had 
Congress refused to carry out the resolution passed 
a few weeks after the death of thatgereat man. But 
a number of patriotic citizens had undertaken the 
work, limiting gubscriptions to one dollar for each 
individual. Hédid not know whether the associa- 
tion was incorporated or not; he hoped not. They 
had raised a large amount, fifty or sixty thousand 
dollars, or upwards, to build a monument; not to 


carry out, however, the resolution of 1799, but a | 


se monument, to be built by the people of the 
nited States, without reference to Congress. All 
that they asked was, that a site should be given 


them for the purpose, to be designated by the Pres- |) 


ident, on which to build their monument, to be 
erected by their private funds. Congress ought not 
to interfere with the character of the monument. 
He repeated, if the object of the reference was to 
interfere with its erection, it was an additional rea- 
son why he would vote against the motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN asked that the resolution be 
read; and it having been read, Mr. C. said that, as 
he understood the resolution, it involved no respon- 
sibility on the part of Congress. It was merely a 
private association. He would, therefore, urge no 
farther objection to it. ; 

Mr. CAMERON said that the plan of the monu- 
ment had been shown to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Buildings, and that the affairs of the association 
had been managed with care. He was understood 
'o remark that an interest of $3,000 had accumu- 
lated on the principal, and that the association de- 
sired to make a commencement of the monument. 

the President, by the resolution, was to select the 

site. As it was designed to lay the corner-stone 
on the birth-day of Washington, and the time 
Would soon be here, it would be better to pass the 
resolution now. 

Mr. BENTON was sorry to find himself alone. 

© was contemporaneous with all the operations 
tee ey e nema 7 the erection 
sien ashington. The subject had 
_ es had been made throughout the United States 
» raise money for this purpose. Repeated inqui- 
nes had been’ made as to how much had been col- 


ted, and the t pai 
ae: esa rae paid to collectors for the 


would not repeat what other 


il 


{uments shall have crumbled into dust. 


he attention of Congress fcr years, and || 
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Senators had said; some of them were still here, 
and could speak for themselves, and others were 
gone; but he spoke for himself when he asserted 


| the fact, and he could prove it, that the amount 


collected in the State of Missouri had not been 
accounted for. He was entirely opposed to any 
action on the part of Congress, by which an asso- 
ciation of individuals could lay hold of the name 
of the United States, for the purpose of going 
abroad to levy contributions on the human race. 
If individuals assume to erect a monument, let 
them do itas individuals, but let no opportunity be 
afforded them of using the name of the Congress 
of the United States in furtherance of their individ- 
ual schemes. If Congress put but one single word 
in the bill—if only an inch square of ground were 
to be given—it would be published all over this 
country, and throughout Europe, that the associa- 
tion had the authority and sanction of the United 
States, and that they were responsible for the ap- 
plication of the funds. On this assumption, money 
would be raised wherever a human being could be 
found. Where was there an individual who would 
not subscribe a dollar? That was the amount pro- 
posed to be collected from each person for the erec- 
tion of a monument in this city. But how many 
dollars had been collected ? He would refer to the 
case of Missouri. Nearly every man, woman, and 
child in that State subseribed—sometimes twenty 
in a single family; and he knew the fact, and could 
prove it in a court of justice, that that money had 
not been accounted for. Were Senators willing to 
affix the name of the United States to a company 
of individuals of whom they knew nothing, and 
who were in no way responsible to them for the 
selection of directors, the appheation of the money, 
or the plan of the monument? He asked, were 
they going to admit such a proceeding at all, by 
eiving to them the name of the United States to 
sanction the means of levying contributions on 
those who would give them, under the belief that 
it was with the understanding and under the au- 
thority of the United States, and that the United 
States would know how it was to be applied? He 
was utterly against mixing up the name of the 
United States with any such project. He had no 
great opinion of monuments any way. Roger Sher- 
man spoke well and truly the words of wisdom 
when he said, ** The vote of Congress would be the 
monument.’? That would endure when all mon- 
W here 
were the monuments of antiquity, erected to pa- 


triots and philosophers? They had all gone! But 


| were the names of the men, to whose memory they 
| were erected, forgotten ? 


throughout the world, and would live forever in 


| the remembrance of mankind. The brass and mar- | 
ble had perished hundreds and hundreds of years | 
ago, but their deeds had been preserved by lan- 


guage before the art of printing was known. Their 
fame was still green, fresh, and vigorous. If it 
was designed at all to countenance the scheme, let 
Congress take it into their own hands, and not 
give their sanction to a private company. ‘These 
were his sentiments. 

The proposition for a monument to Washington 
had been before Congress for forty years. It had 
not been voted, on the ground that his name and 
fame required no monument. If we touch this 
matter danger will follow. The agents would not 
be responsible to us. Let the two Houses of Con- 
gress do it, if it is to be done, and not leave it in 
the hands of private individuals. 

Mr. DAYTON said that he had not anticipated 


_ objection, and least of all from the Senator from 
| Missouri. 


It seemed to him that the Senator was 
unnecessarily sensitive as to the matter of mixing 


| up the name of this Government with this enter- 


rise. The resolution, on its face, simply author- 
ized the Président of the United States to select a 
site on which citizens of the country may erect a 
monument. And would this be mixing up the 
name, the credit of this country, with the matter 


| of a private association, if he might so call it, as 


contradistinguished from the action of Govern- 
ment? He apprehended not. The Senator was 
unnecessarily sensitive on this point. It seemed 


i'woman, and ehild. 


No! they were known | 


| desire,to go into the matter in its details. 
| referred to the State of Missouri merely as afford- 
' 
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to him that this was a subject which commended 
itself to the hearts and feelines of all. The asso- 
ciation asked for no contribution or appropriation, 
but only a place on which the free oflerings of the 
patriotic citizens of the Union may be placed. 
They could not come here and offer to buy it. 
There was not a member of this body—scarcely a 
citizen of this country—who would respond favor- 
ably toan offer of this kind, and it would be repug- 
naut to the feelings of all. Ifa monument were to 
be placed on the public grounds, it must be the 
free offering of the country, and not to be paid for 
in dollars and cents. Vith regard to certain re- 
marks made by the Senator from Missouri as to the 
amount of money which had been raised, he could 
say but little. He regretted to hear the fact, if 
so. 

Mr. BENTON. 

Mr. DAYTON, 
sO. 

Mr. BENTON. I know it. 

Mr. DAYTON. Well, then, 
says he knows tt, it must be so. 

Mr. BENTON. = Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAYTON. Well, let me say, it so hap- 
pens that there are, in fire-proof vaults of this city, 
the ori 


It is so. 


No doubt the Senator believes 


as the Senator 


ginal books containing the names of every 
subseriber in the State of Missouri—every man, 
I have been informed from 
high authority, that the names of those who con- 
tributed in that State could there be found. And 
Lam further informed that the money ean be ac- 
counted for to the Jast dollar. As re spectable a 
rentleman as could be found m this Distriet was 
appointed the agent for that State—Mr. Brecken- 
ridge. 

Mr. BENTON. 
a letter. 

Mr. DAYTON. After making collections in 
that State, he was so illy advised as to loan thir- 
teen hundred dollars of the money. 

Mr. BEN'TON. Oh! 

Mr. DAYTON. The money has been refund- 
ed, out of his private funds, to the society. He 
has since accounted for every dollar of it. These 
were facts, however, of which he had no personal 
knowledee. But it does not seem to me that this 
has much to do with the question before the Senate 
—which is, whether we will appropriate a small 
spot of public ground on which to erect a monu- 
ment; and he hoped it would be done. 


Mr. BENTON. The gentleman from New Jer- 


I am sorry for it. I gave him 


| sey speared to know a hitle about the subject be- 
| fore t 


1e Senate, but it was only alittle. There was 
a great deal more to be said about the matter. 
There was much more to be disclosed than he had 
stated y that was well known. Everybedy knew 
that thirteen hundred dollars was not the amount 
of the sum collected by the association in the State 
of Missouri. Many families had contributed ten, 
twelve, fifteen, or twenty dollars. It was true that 
he (Mr. B.) had given a letter to the gentleman 


| who had gone to that State for the purpose of so- 


liciting contributions. He gave it, however, not 
without some reluctance. That letter— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the gentleman pardon 
me for interrupting him for a moment? It seems 
that the letter to which allusion has been made was 
eiven to a gentleman named Breckenridge, a minis- 
ter of the gospel. He (Mr. C.) had several very 
respectable acquaintances of that name, all minis- 
ters of the gospel—Robert, William, and the late 
Mr. John Breckenridge. He hoped that the gen- 
tleman would so explain, that the public would not 
be liable to fall into any mistake about the individ- 
ual in question. 

Mr. BENTON. It was neither of the gentle- 
men alluded to by the Senator. He had mentioned 
the case of his own State, as an instance of the mis- 
management of irresponsible bodies. He did not 


He had 


ing a flagrant instance in which the moneys col- 
lected had not been accounted for, The old gen- 
tleman to whom he had given the letter appeared, 


‘to be respectable: otherwise he (Mr. B.) would 


not have given him any such credentials, Yet he 
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had certainly been remiss in the management of 
the funds collected by him. . 

The question was then put.on referring the reso- 
lution to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia; and decided in the affirmative—yeas 22, nays 
15. ; 

So the resolution was referred to the Commitice 
for the District of Columbia, 


MOUNTED RIFLEMEN. 


The bill to raise a regiment of mounted riflemen 
was taken up, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN arose and suggested that 
there ought to be some limitation of the appropria- 
tion called for by the bill. He thought it was a 
departure from the usual course to leave it discre- 
tionary with the party who was to carry out the 
objects of the bill to appropriate any amount—it 
might be 50,000, 500,000, or 1,000,000 of dollars. 
According to the usual course of legislation, it was 
clear some limit ought to be fixed, beyond which 
the expenditure ought not to go. He wished to see 
a certain sum named for each specific Urpose—as 
for example, the purchase of land for the establish- 
ments of the proposed courts. It was not at all 
proper, that under that bill the President could 
direct an exyn nditure to whatever amount appear- 
ed best to him; and he therefore would move an 
amendment, that there should be inserted in the 
bill this sentence: **A sum not exceeding in all 
4100,000."" 

Mr. BENTON expressed his opinion that the 
number of stations would not exceed ten, and 
that probably not more than fifty thousand dollars 
would be required. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
450,000. 

Mr. BENTON repeated his belief that a less sum 
would probably be sufficient; but, at all events, it 
would searcely. exceed one hundred thousand dol- 
lars. The defences would be erected by the sol- 
diers themselves. , 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then observed that he 
had, from what he heard on the day previous, been 
mistaken in thinking the sum conte mplated by the 
committee to be much larger than stated by the 
gentleman; he therefore would modify his amend- 
ment, by the substitution of the words * not ex- 
ceeding’? a certain amount—the sum to be subse- 
quenly specified; however, he did not intend to be 
very strenuous, as the question was not one which 
required it. 

Mr. BENTON again addressed the Senate, 
briefly, and corrected a report of his remarks on 
the day before, wherein he was made to say that 
the materials for fortification, of which he spoke, 
were impenetrable to all arms; what he said was, 
that they were impenetrable to rifle-balls. 

The bill, after undergoing a slight amendment 
of its title by the addition of the words “ and for 
* the establishment of military stations on the route 
‘to Oregon,’’ was passed. — 





a 


Then I move it be 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
The joint resolution to regulate the public print- 
ing, reported by the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, and yesterday ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read a third 
tume, and passed. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


The bill granting certain alternate sections of the 
public lands for the completion of internal improve- 
ments in the State of Michigan, was, in the absence 
of Mr. Woopsringe, who introduced the same, 
passed by informally. 


PRE-EMPTION SYSTEM. 


The consideration of the bill to establish a per- 
manent prospective pre-emption law in favor of 
actual settlers on the public a was also infor- 
mally postponed. 


TEXAS. 
The following * Bill to pay the debt ascertained 
‘to be due to Texas, when an independent State, 
‘by the United States,’ was then taken up, read 


a second time, and considered as in committee of 
the whole: 


‘* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 


assembled, ‘That there be paid to the proper author- 
ity of the State of Te 


ae c xas, by the Secretary of the 
“sury, out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of dollars, in 
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| full liquidation of the debt ascertained to be due | 


from the United States to Texas, when an inde- 


_ pendent State; which said debt arose out of the | 
disarming of a body of Texian troops, under the | 


command of Major Snively, by an officer in the 
service of the United States, acting under the orders 
of the Government of the United States; and also 
for the forcible entry into the custom-house at Bry- 
arly’s Landing, on Red river, by certain citizens of 
the United States, and taking away therefrom the 
coods seized by the collector of the customs as for- 
feited under the laws of Texas.” 

Mr. SEVIER moved to fill the blank with $55,- 
975. 

Mr. 8. supported the bill, and entered into a 
statement of the grounds upon which the claim of 
Texas rested. He showed that the arms were 
seized by an officer of the United States, acting 
under orders from competent authority; that they 
were stored up and retained in the possession of 
the United States; that the last and present Presi- 
dent referred to the transaction in messages to Con- 
gress; and that the claims were duly recognised, if 
not liquidated. 

After a short time spent in a colloquial discussion 
as to the value of the arms and goods seized, and 
the manner in which that value had been estima- 
ted, Messrs. JARNAGIN and EVANScontending 
that there was a want of official authority, and 
Messrs. CALHOUN and SEVIER taking the op- 
posite view — 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill was post- 
poned, and certain papers accompanying it were 
ordered to be printed, 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that said House had pass- 
ed the * Bill to repeal the act which abolished the 
‘ office of one Inspector-General of the army, and 
‘to revive aud establish said office.”’ 

The ** Bill for the relief of David F. William- 
son, of Pope county, Arkansas,’’ was taken up; 
when 

Mr. ASHLEY suggested that it be again passed 
by informally, in order to allow time to present the 
whole merits of the case to the Senate. 

Mr. SPEIGHT hoped there would be no post- 
pone nt. 

Mr. ASHLEY then explained the cireumstances 
under which Mr. Williamson sought relief, by be- 
ing allowed to enter a tract of land, which, although 
he had paid for it, he could not enter without the 
action of Congress, in consequence of technical 
difficulties arising out of a former existing pre- 
emption law. 

Mr. ATCHISON inquired whether the title to 
the land was contested, or whether there was any 
other claimant. 

Mr, ASHLEY replied in the negative. 

After some further conversation between the 
above gentlemen, the bill was considered as in com- 
mittee of the whole, reported back to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 
journ to Monday next. 


COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. PENNYBACKER moved that the vacancy 
occasioned in the Committee of Claims by the re- 
signation of Mr. Bagsy be filled by nomination by 
the Chair; which motion was adopted; and 

The PRESIDENT nominated Mr. Dickinson. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion presented by him some time since, advising 
the President of the United States to give notice 


to Great Britain of the cessation of the joint oceu- | 


pation of the Oregon Territory, reported the same, 
with an amendment, to read as follows: 


Joint Resolution to annul and abrogate the conven- 
tion of the 6th day of August, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-seven, between the United States of 
America and Great Britain, relative to the coun- 
try westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That, in virtue of the second article of the 
convention of the sixth of August, eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-seven, between the United States 
of America and Great Britain, relative to the coun- 
try westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains, 
the United States of America do now think fit to 


—— + 
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annul and abrogate that convention, and the said 
convention is hereby accordingly entirely annulled 
and abrogated: Provided, That this resolution slyq\| 
take effect after the expiration of the term of twelve 
months from the day on which due notice shal! 
have been given to Great Britain of the passae of 
this resolution. And the President of the Unix d 
States is hereby authorized and required to ciye 
such notice; and also, at the expiration of said 
convention, to issue his proclamation setting fori} 
that fact. ij 

Mr. A. said he was further instructed to moye 
the Senate to fix an early day next week to take up 
this resolution, for the purpose of fixing a day fir 
its discussion. The reason he did not now do this 
was, that an honorable Senator had intimated to 
him his intention to raise a preliminary question, 
It would be better, therefore, in the first place, to 
dispose of that question, so as to keep the two 
questions distinct. 

He would on Monday next propose to take wp 
the joint resolution, with a view to fix a day for its 
consideration. Then the preliminary question may 
be stated; and when that shall have been disposed 
of, the Senate may agree on a certain day for the 
consideration of the joint resolution, . 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the joint resolution, 
as amended, was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. A.also presented the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pro- 
eure and place in the room of the Commitiee on 
Foreign Relations, for the use of the committee, a 
connected series of Government maps, a set of 
elobes, and snch books as the committee may di- 
rect, and pay for them out of the contingent fund 
of the Senate, provided the expenditure for this 
purpose shall not exceed five hundred dollars, 

Mr. A. hoped that there would be no objection 
to the adoption of the resolution, and observed it 
was a remarkable fact that, whilst other rooms 
were furnished with books and maps, there was, 
in the room of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
but one solitary map, and, with the exception of 
documents printed for the use of both Houses, no 
books; neta single volume relating to the business 
of that committee. The consequence was, that 
the committee were compelled to repair to the |i- 
brary, and to the War and State Departments, 
which entailed more labor than their regular busi- 
ness required. The proposal did not originate 
with him; the committee felt that tlgre were books 
required, in order that they might be able to dis- 
charge their duties, and in that view he acqui 
esced. 

Mr. DAYTON would interpose no objection; 
but as he heard the resolution, it appeared to hin 
to be too indefinite. He could not tell what globes 
were contemplated. Were they celestial as well 
as terrestrial ? 

Mr. ALLEN. Not the Congressional Globe. 

Mr. DAVIS stated that the committee to which 
he belonged (on Commerce) felt the same incon- 
venience for want of books, &c.; and such was the 
difficulty of procuring them, that they were a long 
time before they could get a digest of the laws of 
the United States; and he was not sure but even 
that had disappeared from the room. Now, they 
felt strongly the inconvenience of that state of 
things. ‘They were every day obliged to seek in- 
formation where they could get it; and he thought 
something ought to be added to the furniture of 
that room in the way'of books, &c. He would 
be glad to see some measures taken to furnish not 
only the room of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, but all the rest with such books, maps, Ke., 
as were requisite. 4 \e € 

The question being called on the resolution, tt 
was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the Senate then 
went into Executive session; and after some time 
spent therein, (during which several nominations 
by the President of the United States were con- 
firmed,) the doors were opened, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuvrspay, January 8, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
Mr. HAMLIN desired to offer an amendment. 
The Journal did not show, he said, that the report 
made yesterday from the Committee on Elections 
had been ordered to be printed. 
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The SPEAKER said it was not usual to put 
that fact on the Journal, because it was a matter of 
course. 

The Journal was thereupon approved. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House the following Executive communications: 

I. From the War Department, covering a state- 
ment of the contracts made by the authority of that 
department during the year 1845. 

iI. A statement from the Clerk of this House of 
the manner in which contracts for stationery were 
made. (rs 

iil. A report from the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings of the annual expenditures for the year 
1845, and of the manner in which the appropria- 
tions for public buildings and grounds had been 
applied. : és ; 

‘All which communications were laid on the ta- 
ble, and ordered to be printed, 

By general consent, the bill from the Senate on 
the Speaker's table for the relief of William Elli- 
ott, jr., Was put On its first and second reading, 
and appropriately referred. 

Mr. DARGLN, on leave, gave notice of a bill to 
regulate writs of error and appeals from the district 
court of the United States for the middle district of 
Alabama. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in 
order would be the call of the committee for re- 
ports, and proceeded with the call—commencing 
where it had been suspended ona former day. 


INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affaurs, to which had been referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled ‘* An act to repeal the act 
‘which abolished the office of one of the Inspect- 
‘ ors-General of the army, and to revive and estab- 
‘lish said office,’ reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HARALSON said that, in order that the 
House might understand upon what it was about 
to vote, he would a&k that the Clerk read a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of War, and alsoa letter 
from the Commander-in-Chief on this subject. 

Mr. H. would simply remark that the repeal of 
this law had been recommended by every Secretary 
of War since its passage. And the Committee on 
Military Affairs, in recommending the passage of 
the bill from the Senate, had not gone to the fall 
extent of the inquiries which, by a resolution of this 
House, they had been instructed to go into relative 
to the restoration of the officer. The committee 
had before them abundant evidence that the officer 
discharged was not only a worthy officer, but that 
he was one whose conduct had met the approba- 
tion both of the Secretary of War and of the Presi- 
cent of the United States; and the committee would 
be pleased to see him restored to the rank he for- 
merly held. It would, probably, however, be an 
wisafe precedent for the committee to make any 
specific recommendation of that kind; and the com- 
mittee, therefore, contented themselves with in- 
structing him to report in favor of the repeal of the 
act. 


The bill, without further delay, was read a third 
ume, and passed. 


SAPPERS, MINERS, AND PONTONIERS. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate entitled ** An act for the organization of a 
company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers,”’ re- 
ported the same, with the following amendment: 

“In the third line of the sixth section, strike out 
the word * forty-seven’ and insert ¢ forty-six.’ ” 


Mr. B. (imperfectly heard) was understood to 
a that the bill be put on its third reading at this 
ime, 

Mr. McK AY hoped (he said) that the bil would 
not be passed in this haste, but that it be referred 
. the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
/nion, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF said he hoped no delay 


would take place in the passage of this bill. It was 


well known that the organization of a corps of || 


ers, miners, and pontoniers, had long been 
necessary by every head of the War Depart- 
ment and President of the United States; that it 
tad been held necessary to the complete and effi- 
rent organization of the army. It was also well 
town at this time to the House, through the re- 
port of the Secretary of War, that the command- 
ing general of the army of occupation in Texas had 


sap 
held 
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| made a requisition upon the Government for such 
| a corps, and that the Government was unable to 
supply it. It was known that, from the character 
of the country in which he would have to operate, 
(should active operations become necessary at all,) 
crossed as it was by rivers, and destitute of tim- 
ber for bridges, the army would be unable to move 
without such a corps. “Some time would be re- 
— to organize and put it into a proper state of 
discipline. ‘The condition of our relations with 
Mexico was uncertain. If any reliance was to be 
placed on the recent news from that country as to 
the progress of a new revolution, based upon hos- 
tility to an amicable settlement of the pending dif- 
ficulties with the United States, active operations 
might become necessary. If so, the corps contem- 
plated by this bill would become necessary as an 
auxiliary. : 

The sum appropriated by the bill, and neces- 
sary to sustain this corps, amounted only to $25,000 
The report of the Chief Engineer at the present 

| session of Congress showed, that so far from the 

| expenses of the army being increased by this bill, 
they would, in point of fact, be diminished, by en- 
abling us to dispense with the services of men 
who were now employed as mechanics in the 
species of service which it would become the duty 
of this corps to perform, and whose pay amounted 
to some three thousand dollars more than the cost 
of such a corps. 

The bill had been maturely considered in the 
Senate; and, in order that the department might 
immediately proceed to the organization and dis- 
cipline of this corps, in case its services should be- 
come necessary for active operations in the spring, 
he hoped that the House would pass the bill with- 
out further delay. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD inquired of the Speaker 
whether the bill did not contain an appropriation ? 

The SPEAKER having answered in the affirm- 
ative— 

Mr. HUNGERFORD submitted that the bill 
must of necessity, therefore, be committed. 

And the SPEAKER having so decided— 

The bill, without further discussion, was refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


INVALID PENSIONS AND POINTS OF ORDER. 
Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
M. Rhea. 
Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved so to amend 
it as to provide that the pension should commence 
| from the date of the application, instead of the first 
| Monday in January, (as provided by the bill.) 
And Mr. J. proceeded to make an earnest appeal 
| to the House in behalf of the justice of the claim, 
and of the propriety of the amendment. 

In the course of his remarks— 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose to a question of order. 
He submitted to the Chair, that Friday and Satur- 
day, being specifically set apart by the rules for 
the discussion of private bills, a discussion of that 
| kind was not now in order. 

The SPEAKER said that Friday and Saturday 
were not necessarily set apart for the discussion, 
| but for the consideration of private bills. ‘The usual 
| course was, to commit bills reported; but in this 
| case an amendment had been proposed, and that 
| amendment was open to discussion. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he felt under obligation to 
the Chair for so deciding. It was a wonder that 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gropiés] had not 
proceeded to discuss abolition or the slave trade. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called the gentleman from 

| Tennessee to order. 
| And the SPEAKER said that that gentleman 
would take his seat, and that the gentleman from 
| Ohio [Mr. Gippives] would state what his point 
| of order war. 
Mr. GIDDINGS submitted that this was a pri- 
| vate claim, and that the course pursued by the gen- 
| tleman was not the right mode of discussing the 
| 


subject. 
|| Mr. JOHNSON insisted that the gentleman 
|| should reduce his point of order to writing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that, whether he should 
| do so or not, was a question for the Chair and not 
for the gentleman from ‘Tennessee to determine. 
|| He (Mr. G.) called the gentleman again to order, 
| and insisted that he should take his seat until the 
|| question of order was disposed of. 


| The SPEAKER so decided. 
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Mr. JOHNSON said he wanted to see the point 
of order reduced to writing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would do it under the 
direction of the Chair, but not of the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER directed Mr. Guwpineés to re- 
duce the point to writing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS proceeded so to do, 

Mr. JOHNSON said that he could go on making 
his speech, whilst the ventleman was writing. 

The SPEAKER interposed to order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, if the gventleman would 
sit down, he (Mr. G.) would reduce his point of 
order to writine. 

Mr. JOHNSON said 


mand. 


he would waive the de- 
But he wished the gentleman to state what 
his question of order was. 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped, he said, that the gen- 
tleman would give him time to do se. 
tleman would take his seat, he 
state what his 


If the gen- 
(Mr. G.) would 
vomnt of order was. 

The SPEAKER inquired of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee, whether he withdrew his re quisition for 
the writing ? 

Mr. JOHNSON assented; but— 

Mr. MeCONNELL asked for the writing. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said his point was this: that 
this being a diseussion on a private claim, the man- 
ner of any gentleman in discussing any other sub- 
ject, or the mode in which he might discuss it, was 
not relevant. He stated that the words to which 
he took exception were “ that the gentleman was 
Soblived to the gentleman from Ohio for not dis- 
‘cussing the subject of abolition.’” "This was irrel- 
evant, because it did not go to demonstrate the 
right of the individual provided for in the bill to 
the pension he claimed. ‘The centleman’s allusions 
were no evidence of the justice of the claim. 

The SPEAKER said that the remarks of the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. A. Jonson] in 
relation to slavery, were certainly irrelevant. As 
to the point of order first raised, the rule did not 
necessarily preclude discussion. ‘The gentleman 
would proceed in order. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON avowed that he was not dis- 
cussing the question of slavery. He was merely 
expressing his gratification that the gentleman had 
not proceeded to discuss it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS objected, he said, to the gen- 
tleman resuming the floor, except by leave of the 
Hlouse, to proceed in order. 

Mr. A. JOHNSON said he understood the 
Chair to say that he was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS ealled the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee must take his seat, until the gentleman from 
Ohio had stated his point of order. 

In reply to an inquiry of Mr. GIDDINGS, 

The SPEAKER stated his decision to have 
been, that the gentleman was at liberty to proceed 
in order, but not to refer to the subject of slavery, 
or any other extraneous matter. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Was the gentleman in order, 
or was he out of order? 

The SPEAKER. In referring to the subject of 
slavery, he was not in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS objected, then, to the gentle- 
man’s proceeding, except by leave of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that in re- 
ferring to the subject of slavery, the gentleman 
was out of order; and, under the supposition that 
the House would give him leave to proceed, the 
Chair had said the gentleman might go on, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Iso understood the Chair, 
and I naw demand that the gentleman shall not 
proceed, except by leave of the House. 

The leave was granted. 

And the pleasant little episode on the point of 
order, not however without some further interrup- 
tions to the same effect, terminated. 

Mr. JOHNSON sustained his amendment in 
some further remarks. 

Mr. COCKE opposed it, explaining that the 
committee had, in its action, adopted the principle 
that the first day of January, 1346, and not the 
date of the application, should be the time from 
which these pensions should commence. And he 
briefly argued the expediency and propriety of 
the ratification of that principle by the House. 

The result was, that the bill, on motion of Mr. 
COCKE, (submitted also, the reporter thinks, by 
Mr. TIBBATTS,) was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole; and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

{A message was received from the Senate by 
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Mr. Dickens, their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed bills and a resolution | 
of the following titles, viz; - 

An act to provide for raising a regiment of 
mounted riflemen, and for establishing military 
stations on the route to Oregon. 

An act for the relief of James Bogardus, 

A resolution for regulating the printing of Con- | 
gress and establishing the compensation of the 
Bae. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Seth Sweetzer; which report was | 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. GOODYEAR, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made adverse reports upon the pe- 
tition of Elisha [’oster and Alexander Jackson; 
which reports were laid upon the rable. 

Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made adverse reports upon the 
petitions of Samuel S. Smith and Ordnance Por- 
ter: which reports were laid upon the table. ! 

Mr. MOULTON, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, made adverse reports upon the peti- 
tions of James Barker, Aaron Rollins, John Stone, 
and Julia Birchmore, widow of William Birch- 
more; which reports were latd upon the table. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, made a 


; 


report upon the petiionof James Mains, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which bill was read 
a first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported 
bills of the following titles, viz: 

A bill for the relief of James Wyman; 

A bill for the relief of William McCauley, ac- 
companied by a report in each case; which bills 
were severally read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of Elijah Blod- 
gett; which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of Thomas H. 
Brown, Theophilus Somerly, Jesse Ellis, and Lu- 
ey O’Bryan; which reports were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made a 
report upon the petition of Arthur R. Frogge, ac- 
eompanied by a bill for his rehef; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 


On motion of Mr. BURT, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be discharged from the consideration of the 
vetition of Archibald M. Kitzmiller, and that it 
tre laid upon the table. 


Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported the following 
resolution; which, by consent, was considered and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to inform the House what number of leases are 
now on the mineral lands of the United States; the 
quantity of land in each lease, as well as the date 
and duration of each; also, the amount of money 
the Government has expended on, as well as the 
income or profits received by, the Government 
from said leases, specifying, in each case, the char 
acter of said mineral. 

Mr. R. SMITH, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to provide for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road, in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; which bill was read 
a first and second time, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the State of the 
Union. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported bills of the following titles, 
viz: 

A bill making appropriations for certain fortifi- 
cations of the United States for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1847. 

A bill making appropriation for the current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian Department, and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various In- 
dian tribes, for the year ending 30th June, 1847. 

_ A bill making appropriation for the support of 
tie army for the year ending on the 30th of June, 
1347. 

_A bill making appropriation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 








year ending on the 30th June, 1847, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill making appropriation for the naval service 
for the year ending on the 30th June, 1847. 

Which bills were severally read a first and sec- 
ond time, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on Foreign Aflairs, reported bills of the following 
titles, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker, of 
Baltimore. 

A bill to provide for the payment of evidences 
of public debt in certain cases; which bills were 
severally read a first and second time, and No. 52 


committed toa Committee of the Whole House to- | 


morrow,and No. 53 to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


Mr. GORDON, from the Committee of Claims, 
mate a report upon the petition of Smith, Thruger, 


& Co., accompanied by a bill for their relief; which | 


bill was read a first and second time, and commit- 
ted to a committee of the Whole House to-mor- 
row. 


Mr. G., from the same committee, made an ad- | 
verse report upon the petition of Charles Foreman, 


which report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, made a report upon the peti- 
tion of William Culver, accompanied by a bill for 
his relief; which bill was read a first and second 
time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


Mr. POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims, | 
made a report upon the petition of John J. Pierre, | 


accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be 
discharged from the further consideration of the pe- 
tition of ciuzens of New York fora branch mint in 
the city of New York, and that it be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; the petition of 


merchants of Albany for the improvement of the 


Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and the memorial of cit- 
izens of Marquette county, Wisconsin, for the im- 
provement of said rivers, and that they be referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. McC., also, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made a report upon the pettion of Asa 
Armington, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow. 

Mr. McC., also, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of George M. 
lowle; whieh report was laid upon the table. 


Mr. McC.,, also, (chairman of the Committee on | 


Commerce,) gave notice that he would at an early 
day call up the bill making appropriations for the 
improvement of certain harbors and rivers. 

Mr. JOSEPH MORRIS, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reported a bill authorizing 
the inhabitants of township one ef range thirteen 
east, in Seneca county, Olio, to relinquish certain 


lands selected for schools, and to obtain others in || 


lieu of them, accompanied by a report; which bill 
was read a first and second time, and committed to 








l itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. TIBBATTS, of Kentucky, in the 


| chair. 
| Mr. PETT IT made an ineffectual effort to in- 
, duce the committee to rise, with a view to an ad 
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|| journment in honor of the 8th of January, 
|| The committee then resumed the consideration 
| of ** The joint resolution of notice to Great Britain 
‘to annul and abrogate the convention hetieenn 
‘Great Britain and the United States, of Aucust 
| * 6th, 1827, relative to the country on the nor). 
|| ‘west coast of America, westward of the ; 
‘mountains, commonly called Oregon.”’ 
Mr. COBB (who heid the right to the floor from 
| yesterday) addressed the committee. It is not my 


as sir, (said he,) to detain the committee 


i Stony 
i} 


with a lengthened argument upon the Oregon ques- 
j| tion. I feel, however, that, under the peculiar cir. 


cumstances by which this subject is surrounded, | 
| owe it to myself, and to those whom I repre fae 
upon this floor, to submit to the House the reasona 
| which have induced me to that course which | in. 
| tend to pursue in reference to this question. It is 
| my misfortune, perhaps, upon so grave and jy. 
portant a quesuion, involving so much for weal or 
for wo to our country, to differ with many of ny 
political friends from the section of the ‘country 
from which I came, and to differ with a distiy- 
guished Southern statesman—a man whose yoice 
| 1s generally considered expressive of the feelings 
|| of the southern portion of the sountry: and I may 
, be permitted to remark, for that individual, for his 
patriotism as a man and his ability as a statesman 
I have ever entertained, and still do entertain, the 
highest regard. But when considering a question 
of this character, 1 am compelled, by a sense of 
duty Ll owe to myself and to my constituents, to 
disregard every consideration save that of the 
honor and the interest of the country, so far as 
| they are involved in the issue. I alone am respon- 
| sible to that constituency for the course I may ! ure 
|, sue here. If it differs from that which others ace 
| fit to take, they partake not of* the responsibility, 


i| 


| It falls alone upon my shoulders. I assume it, 
| Mr. Chairman. The policy I conceive it to be the 
| duty of this country to pursue, in reference to the 
|| subject brought forward by the resolution reported 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, is already 
| indicated to the House by the fact that I have 
| concurred in the propriety of that report.* And 
| my purpose is now to submit to this House and 
| to the country, the reasons which have induced 
me to believe that that policy must be carried out, 
| or the interests of the country weakened—I will 
not say destroyed. 
|| At this period of time, Mr. Chairman, I should 
| consider I was inflicting upon the House an un- 
| necessary and an unpalatable argument if I were to 
attempt to sustain the title by which this country 
possesses and holds a just claim to the Oregon Ter- 
| ritory—to the whole of the Oregon Territory. What- 
| ever opinions may be entertained in other portions 
|| of the civilized world—whatever opinions may be 
entertained by that master-spirit of the nations of 
the other world, with whom we are now thrown 
| into a contest on the question—in this country but 
one voice falls upon the ear—but one deep, well- 
| founded opinion exists. No doubts now remain 
on the minds of American statesmen that the Gov- 


the Committee of the Whole House on the state of | C™Pment of the United States holds a clear and un- 


the Union. 
Mr. ASHMUN, from the same committee, to 
which was recommitted, on the 30th ult., the ad- 


| questionable title to the whole of the Oregon Ter- 
| ritory. f 
| I propose not to discuss it, but I desire that this 


verse report of said committee upon the petition of | proposition may be considered as admitted; that it 


Mary Ann Bruner, with instructions to report a 
bill, reported a bill accordingly; which was read a 
first and second time, and committed to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

Mr. RELFE, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, made a report upon the petition of Moses 
George, Joseph Ramey, and William Ramey, rep- 
resentatives of Absalom Link, accompanied bya 
bill to revive the act entided “ An act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri,” ap- 
proved 9th July, 1832, so far as the same relates to 
pre-emption claims provided for in the third section 
of that act, to inhahinente and cultivators; which 


bill was read a first and second time, and commit- | 


ted to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 


The morning hour had now expired. 
OREGON. 
On motion of Mr. COBB, the House resolved 


| shall go before the country in connexion with the 
argument I propose to nabs in favor of the policy 
| suggested by the resolution on your table; that it 
may go to the country as the admitted and indispu- 
table opinion of American statesmen, with scarcely 
any—if, indeed, any—dissenting voice; and that 
| this title to the Oregon Territory 1s thus considered 
| by us clear and unquestionable. 
| “There is another proposition, Mr. Chairman, 
| which I will not stop to discuss; but I desire to 
place it, like the one to which I have just alluded, 
on the footing of an axiomatic fact, that the 1m- 
portance of this territory to our Government and 
our people—whether it is considered in reference 
|| to agriculture, to manufactures, or to commerce— 
is no louger a debatable issue. Not that I consider 
| 
| 


| * Mr. Cons is a member of the majority of the Commit- 


|| tee on Foreign Affairs, from whom this resolution was re- 
\ ported. 
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; bject commanding the clear approbation and 
ee ve feelings of the West in its behalf, but I 
desire to raise it higher, and to place it on a loftier 


innacle. It isa national question, side by side 


with that important national question, the annex- || 


ation of Texas, which has already received the 
sanction of thisGovernment. For myself, then, and 
my constituent, I enter a solemn protest against 
the opinions which may have been advanced here 
or eisewhere, that the question of Oregon is a west- 
ern question, or any other sectional question. It 


is one in which the whole nation feels a deep and 
a lively interest, and one upon which the whole 


proximating unanimity, if we, sir, do our duty. 

I do not propose, Mr. Chairman, to detain you, 
either, with a recital of the long-pending negotia- 
tion which has been carried on between the British 
Government and our own, in reference to the adjust- 
ment of this perplexing and vexed question. 1 de- 
sire, however, as preliminary to the first, and per- 
hans the most important reason which [ shall sub- 
mit to you for my support of this measure, to refer 
very briefly to the state of the negotiation as it 
now stands between this Government and Great 
Britain. In 1818 our Government and the British 
Government entered into aconvention, by which it 
was agreed that, for certain purposes, each of these 
Governments should be entitled to equal privileges 
within this disputed territory; whether you term 
it aconvention for the purpose of joint occupation, 
or for the purpose of commerce, navigation, and 
settlement, (as that is the language of the conven- 
tion,) is immaterial to my purpose. Subsequently 
to this convention of 1818, which was to expire by 
its own limitation in ten years, the convention was 
renewed, and the convention renewing the former 
one, continues it in force forever, unless the one or 
the other Government, by giving twelve months’ 
notice of its desire to do so, shall terminate it. 
During the pendency of this convention, there 
have been efforts made to settle and adjust this 
question. The claims of the British Government 
have been urged with great power by her states- 
men; the claims of our Government to the title 
have been discussed also, and a satisfactory con- 
clusion has been reached in the minds of American 
statesmen. What are these propositions? Our 
Government has soreness on more than one occa- 
sion, to divide the territory at the 49th degree of 
north latitude. Some years back, we did, in con - 
nexion with this proposition, agree to grant to 
Great Britain the navigation of the Columbia river. 
This has been repeated twice, if not oftener. But 
afew months ago our Government proposed that 
this question should be settled on the 49th degree, 
but withheld any offer as to the navigation of the 
Columbia river. During that same period of time, 
the British Government have submitted to our con- 


sideration a proposition on which they are willing | 


to adjust this difficulty. That proposition, recent- 
ly submitted to our Government, is a proposition 
which takes the same parallel of 49° until you 
reach a certain point on the Columbia river, and 
then she travels down the main stream of that river 
to the point where it enters the ocean. When the 


proposition was last submitted by the Government | 


of the United States, (and submitted, sir, as I be- 


lieve, and as the country believes, in the utmost 


good faith, and with a sincere desire on the part of 
our Government to settle and adjust the difficulty,) 
when that proposition was submitted to the British 
Minister, it was not by him referred to his Govern- 


to proceed from the American Government. 


here presented before us the 


culty; we have before us the proposition on which 
our Government has heretofore agreed to adjust 
this difficulty. The refusal, and the manner of 
the refusal, on the part of the British Government, 
will leave no doubt, as it seems to me, on the mind 
of any of us, that our proposition, which, to say 


the least of it, is the ultimatum, beyond all dispute, 


of the American Government, will never receive 
the sanction of the British Government. 
been declared to the British Government by the 


Executive of this Government, that this is the uiti- | 


matum, beyond which we cannot go. 
_ Now, if ee refuse to carry out the recommenda- 
uon of the President, to give notice to Great Britain 


And | 


here we have reached the crisis, as I conceive it, in | 
the adjustment of this Oregon question. We have 
rounds on which | 
England has proposed to settle the Oregon diffi- | 


It has so | 
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to bring to a close this joint occupancy of the Ore- 
gon Territory, I desire to call the attention of the 
House to the inference and conclusion which must 
inevitably be drawn by the British Government. 
Your President has declared that the ultimatum has 


| been reached; in the same communication in which 
| he transmits this information to Congress, he in- 


forms you that from his knowledge of this negotia- 


tion, from the view which he has been enabled to 


take of all the matters in connexion with the contro- 


| versy, it is his deliberate conviction that no propo- 


sition will ever be made by the British Government 


| to which this country can accede, and preserve its 
nation will, sooner or later, speak with a voice ap- || 


national honor and its national faith. In connexion 
with his Message he recommends to you to give 


| the notice: you refuse to doit. Mr. Chairman, will 


| any friend, or rather will any opponent of this 


| measure, answer me this question: let him place 


himself, in imagination, in the British Parliament; 
carry the information to that Parliament which the 
Executive has communicated to Congress; let that 
be followed by a vote on the part of Congress, re- 


| fusing to carry out the recommendation of the Pres- 


| can Government? 


ident in giving the notice, and will he not say that 
British statesmen will be fully authorized to draw 
the inference that the Congress of the United States 
is not prepared to go with the President in his de- 
claration that the proposition submitted, rejected, 
and now withdrawn, is the ultimatum of the Ameri- 
It does strike my mind, Mr. 
Chairman, if I occupied the position which | have 
supposed British statesmen to occupy, that my 


| mind would be drawn very clearly to the conclu- 
| sion that the American Congress are not prepared 
| to concur in the opinion expressed by the Execu- 
| tive of the United States; and that, refusing to give 


the notice for the termination of the joint occupancy, 
the American Congress has brought itself to one of 


| two conclusions, viz: either that the title on which 


the President so confidently relies is not clear to 
the mind of Congress, or else that the Congress of 


| the United States is of the opinion that the Execu- 


tive should submit, in conformity with the sugges- 
tion of the British Minister in the close of his last 
communication, a more favorable proposition to the 
sritish Government. Well, sir, [submit not to the 
American Congress, but to any member of it, whe- 


| ther he is prepared, by his course of conduct, to jus- 


tify, on the part of Great Britain, an inference so 


| clearly deducible from the course of conduct which 
| we are called upon to pursue by those who oppose 


the giving this notice, and which is so manifestly 


| opposed to the known sentiments and opinions of 
| the American people? If we are determined, then, 


Mr. Chairman, not to sacrifice this territory, and 
not to submit to the British Government a more lib- 
eral proposition than the one which has been re- 


| jected, is it not due to the American Government— 


| | 





| 
| 





it 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


| 18 it not due to her national character, to her na- 


tional feelings, that she shoul@ no longer permit 
another Power, however great, however haughty, 


LUE 


however domineering, to enjoy, in common with | 


her, rights to which she has no clear title, or to 
which she has no title whatever ? 


Mr. Chairman: Has Great Britain ever made a | 
proposition to the United States—have her states- | 
men ever suggested a proposition of compromise 


upon this Oregon question which would meet the 


response of an isolated voice in the American Con- | 


gress? 


Do gentlemen anticipate a more favorable | 


proposition than the one which the British Gov- | 


ernment has submitted to us? If so, I desire to be | 


S | | furnished with the reasons for that opinion. Here 
ment, but the reply was made that the British Gov- | 


vernment will wait for a more liberal proposition | 


is her ultimatum, as her whole course of policy has 


evidenced. 'Thereis the ultimatum—perhaps, sir, be- | 


ond the wltimatum—of the American people, which 

as been submitted by our Government. We are 
divided by a guif; we will not cross it; and we have 
no reason to believe that the British Government 
is prepared to meet us on our side. Our title is 
clear; our rights are unquestionable; hers are the 
reverse. 
ducements to the British Government to anticipate 
a falling back, a surrender, a still further surrender 
on the part of the American Government, it strikes 


| not weakened in the estimation of those 


E. 


powered to give this notice for the termination of 


the joint occupancy, there is another inference 
which may be very clearly and distinctly drawn 
by the people and the Government of Great Bri- 
tain. Will they not be prepared to say to them- 
selves and to the world, that there exists in the 
American Government a division of opinion be- 
tween these two departments of that Government— 
the Executive and the Legislative—which weakens 
the action of the Government, and enervates her 
energy and ability? The Executive marks outa 
course of policy evidencing a disposition on the 
part of that depay’ rent of the Government firmly, 
energetically to assert and maintain the rights of 
the Government; Congress falters, falls back: Great 
sritain infers, and justly infers, that there exists on 
the part of our Government such a diversity of sen- 
timent between the two different departments of the 
Government, that it is impossible for that energet- 
ic action which the occasion requires to be carried 
out, and those clear rights of our Government pro- 
perly to be maintained. Are gentlemen prepared 
by their policy and course of conduct, to authorize 
an inference of this character on the part of the 
British Government? Mr. Chairman, I am not in- 
dulging in this course of reflection so much from 
the apprehension that the British Government will 
make these inferences; if it were not that in my hum- 
ble judgment our course of conduct would author- 
ize them to infer, and give the inference strength 
and importance, | would disregard such consider- 
ations. But 1 cannot say that such a course of 
conduct on our part would not authorize and jus- 
tify an inference of this sort on the part of owr or - 


ponents in this contest. Let Congress adjourn with = 


out giving the notice under this state of the facts 
connected with negotiation—under the faet that 
the recommendation has been made by the Execu- 
tive—and if Congress fails to comply with it, will 
not both Great Britain, and the civilized world who 
feel any interest in it, be authorized to draw this 
inference, that the * clear,’’ indisputable, and ** un- 
questionable’’ title of our Government to the whole 
of Oregon, is not so strong and forcible as we have 
attempted to make it? But why, sir, after twenty- 
five years or more of negotiation, when the Amer- 
ican Congress have before them the proposition 
which has been made upon the other side, and no 
substantial reason can be given why any other 
sroposition will be finally agreed upon; when you 
1ave been informed by the Executive department 
of the Government (to whose hands this is spe- 
cially committed) that no proposition will be made 
which this Government ought to aecept; when, 
under all these circumstances, you declare first 


| your clear and indisputable tide and right, and then 


refuse to assert that right, or to adopt measures 
for the preservation of that right—will it not, in 
the eyes of the world, weaken our title to Oregon, 
and throw a veil--I care not how thin—over that 
which we now consider so bright and clear, to 
our conception at least? Go to the French Goy- 
ernment, to the British Government, or to any 


other Government, and, after the action of Con- 


gress, refusing to give this notice—refusing to 
take possession of what we declare and believe 
to be ours, and then tell me whether our rights are 
rovern- 
ments; tell me whether our hand is not less strong 
than when we first entered into the contest. The 
world will so consider it, and will say that so far 


| from it, there are shrinkings back, and elas ring 


among us; and we ourselves will look back to t 

crisis, which I consider the present moment to be, 
with regret that we allowed it to pass by without 
doing justice to ourselves, and without doing jus- 


|| tice to the honor of our own nation. 


Unless, then, you intend to hold out in- | 


|| Chairman, and to this House. 


my mind that the question requires pet ener- | 


getic, decisive action on the part of our Govern- 
ment—such action as is recommended in the Pres- 
ident’s Message; such as is contemplated by the 
resolution on your table. 


But there is another view, Mr. Chairman, in | 


connexion with the state of the negotiation, which 
[ desire to submit to this House. 
should adjourn without having authorized and em- 


f this Congress | 


} 


It is with me, Mr. Chairman, a question in- 
volving our rights, and our final—I will not say 
acquisition—but our final, complete possession of 
the whole of this our own territory, 

There is another view in reference to the nego- 
tiation, which I propose to submit to you, Mr. 


| put themselves to the trouble to investigate the 


negotiation between this Government and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain on the subject of Oregon, 
commencing with its earliest inception, and co: 


ming 
| down to the present time, they will find that the 


same reasons which control the conduct of an in- 


| dividual in the management of his private affairs, 


| ought sometimes to 


If gentlemen will. 


applied to a nation in con- 
' ducting affairs of national importance; and the very 
reasons which are now urged for the further post- 
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ponement of action, efficient action, on the part of 
our Government, will be found to have exercised 
an undue influence in times gone by. I do not say, 
nor do I wish to be understood, as intimating that 
there ever has been a period, in the history of this 
nogotiation, when action of this character has been 
so imperatively required on the part of our Gov- 
ernment as at the present moment; but I do be- 
lieve that the settlement of this Oregon contro- 
yersy could have been made with less excitement, 
with less trouble, with less difficulty in past periods 
of our history, than it can be made at the present 
tine, 

Mr. Chairman, there is no greater error in the 
conduct of Government, or in the conduct of pri- 
vate affairs, than giving way to the disposition of 
our nature to postpone = the evil day,’’ as it Is 
rometimes termed. You will find that the post- 
ponement of the Oregon controversy, instead of 
opening the door for is amicable adjustme nt, on 
terms more satisfactory, and less calculated to 
create excitement, has, in each ste Pp of its progress, 
accumulated new and more insurmountable diffi- 
culties; and to-day we are perhaps further from 
an amicable adjustment of it than we have been in 
any past period of our history, unless decided, 
W hat 
are the reasons urged for the postponement of ac- 
tion? Why, the prece dent that it was postponed 
in T8IR and 1827, when this convention was made 
and renewed. Well, will any gentleman answer me 
what has the Government made by the continued 
postponement of the settlement? Since the acquisi- 
tion of our title from Spain, at every moment the 
difficulties have increased; they have never been 
lirhtened, and they never will be. If gentlemen will 
submit to my mind a course of reasoning which will 
show that at any future period this question can be 
better settled upon principles satisfactory to our 
country, then, perhaps, | might be prepared to go 
with them. But, Mr. Chairman, | look upon it 
that delay now, like delay in past times, will but 
increase the diffic ulty, he irhten the excitement, and 
further prolong the period before a fair and final 
settlement can be effected. Will gentlemen listen 
to me when I allude to a discussion familiar, very 
familiar, to the older heads in this House, and a 
discussion not very unfiuniliar to those who, in 
common with myself, took their seats two years 
avo in this House? At that time the Oregon ques- 
tion attracted discussion not only here but in the 
other branch of Congress. Do you recollect the 
reasons then urged for the further postponement 
of energetic action on the part of our Government? 
it was but-a repetition of the argument made years 
before, as the history of the debates will show. 
You were told that negotiation was pending; that 


energetic action is taken to bring it about. 


it would be improper for the legislative department 
of the Government to interfere when the matter 
was in the hands of that branch of the Govern- 
ment, which ought properly to consider it; and 
that when it was ascertained that necotiation could 
not be effected, then, and not till then, would be 
the time for the Coneress of the United States to 
act. Lrecollect, whilst listening to remarks of this 
character that fell from the lips of a distinguished 
Senator—one whose voice always is listened to 
with attention and respect—that he told us (and 
others concurred with him) that the British Gov- 
ernment had reasons why the Oregon question 
should fo on and be postponed to a later day, and 
that the British Government never looked forward 
to the settlement of the Oregon Territory as an 
agricultural territory, or with a view to manufac- 
tures, or to make it a permanent settlement; that 
they only wanted the right to the fur trade; that it 
was being exhausted and passing by; that at pres- 
ent it would bear but a small comparison to what 
it had been in former years; and that as soon as 
this interest on the part of the British Government 
had ceased, we would have no difficulty in assert- 
ing the whole of our rights to Oregon. ~ Well, sir, 
this areument is now atan end. You will not in- 
terfere with the Executive department in determin- 
ing in favor of this notice, because you will but 
carry out its recommendations; and I trust that 
American statesmen will no longer ask that this 
important result be postponed on the ground that 
the British Government, when it has exhausted its 
iiterest in the fur trade, will voluntarily render and 
yield us up our own. No, Mr. Chairman; our 
right to Oregon—to the whole of Oregon—is clear 
and unquestionable; and I desire to see it main- 
tained to the letter and the spirit by the energetic, 
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efficient action of this House, and of the other || 


House of Congress. 


We are told, Mr. Chairman, that there are not | 


inducements sufficient to carry our Government 
rashly into a contest for this territory. I go not 
rashly. Sir, twenty-five years and more of negoti- 


ufacture the term,) cannot Le considered rash or 


heedless, There is a duty which we owe not only | 


to our Government, as a Government, but a duty 
which we owe to the people who have emigrated to 
the Oregon Territory. Pardon me for a very few 
remarks on this branch ofthe subject. We are told, 
if you postpone giving the notice—if you allow this 


joint oecupation to continue—our people will be 


emigrating to Oregon; that we will be building up 
our defence in the hardy sons of the West who shall 
have gone there for the purpose of finding a perma- 
nent home; that we will be adding barriers and 
defences to our possession of the Oregon Territory ; 
and we are told in substantiation of this, that within 
the last two years the emigration thither has greatly 
increased in proportion to what it was afew years 
back; and that, drawing the fair inference from the 
past, we may conclude that, for the future, this tide 
of emigration will continue to roll into the Oregon 
‘Territory until we shall have taken possession of it 
by ourown people being permanently located in that 
country. If lL mistake not the feeling and the spirit 
which has induced emigration to Oregon, it may be 
fairly attributable to the implied promise which the 
action of this Government heretofore has held out 


fore this time, have ceased, and their title to home- 
steads have been made secure and established. Go 
to those people who have emigrated to Oregon, and 
ask them if they beheved, at the time that they 
abandoned their homes in the western part of our 
western States and emigrated to Oregon Territory, 
that this joint occupancy was to continue from year 
to year, from time to time, and that they were to be 
left there without the protection of the laws of their 
country; that they would be left there with the title 
to every foot of land on which they have so located 
themselves uncertain and insufficient. They settle 
there not temporarily, but they build up for them- 
selves a home in that territory, which we say is 
ours, but which we fear to declare in such terms as 
shall authorize that emigrant people, when they 
plant themselves on any portion of the Oregon Ter- 
rif ry, to feel confidence that they are on ground 
consecrated to American freedom, and which shall 
never cease to be made prosperous and happy by 
the prevalence of republican principles. I ask 
you, if this is not the feeling salle which this em- 
iwration is carried on to Oregon? Mr. Chairman, 
let this Congress adjourn without giving the notice 
—instead of it, proclaim by a joint resolution that 
it is the opinion of Congress that this joint occu- 
pancy shall continue from time to time—that we are 





ee eens seamen 


our people, who have extended over them the | 
of their monarchical or despotic Government, yy. 
der which they seek protection. Can these difit : 
ent systems—can these laws of different countries 
like the citizens of those countries, commingle one 





aws 


|, with the other, all going on in sweet and pleasant 
ation, of reflection, of standing sull, (if lL may man- || 


harmony? Can it be so? Must there not be per- 
petual collisions and difficulties resulting from this 
simultaneous operation of two different systems of 
laws? It may be that such a state of things may 
continue during the twelve mouths for whic), vou 
notice is given; but to say that this is asserting our 
rights, and doing justice to those who have svit\ d 
in the Oregon Territory, in the indulgence of the 
reasonable expectation that they shall be protected 
does not strike my mind as bearing the force of yy oN 
son or of justice. Mr. Chairman, it cannot be don 
It is impossible that these two systems can an. 
tinue to operate togethe rforany great length of time. 
From this I infer that it is the duty of this Goverp- 
ment to show that we believe Oregon is ours, and 
that we are determined to retain it; that it is oy 
duty immediately to place the people of that coun- 
try under the p:otection, the sole protection of the 
laws of the United States. 

Mr. Chairman, there is one objection urged, and 
one perhaps relied on with greater force than any 
other—one to which our attention has been drawn 
by the most of those who have discussed this sul- 
ject on the other side: we are told that, by with- 
holding the giving the notice first, our emigration 


| will go there, and, by that means, that the eoun- 
to this people, that this joint occupancy would, be- || 


not prepared to maintain and assert our unques- | 


tionable rights, but that we propose to do it at some 


future period—then, if 1 mistake not the spirit of 


the West, that emigration is atan end. Can you 
induce a western man, when we have so much pub- 


lic land, when there are so many inducements held 4) ed than we are now? 


out to him to emigrate where his settlement will be 
perfectly secure, and where the Government will 
guaranty to them the title to the land, to abandon 
all this to go to a country which we have asserted, 
by a mere declaratory resolution, to be ours, but 
our rights to which we are not yet prepared to 
maintain and defend ? 

But it is said we shall have gone far enough 
when we have passed our laws extending the juris- 
diction of our courts over the Oregon Territory, for 
the protection of the citizens of the United States 
who may go to that country. I desire gentlemen 
to direct their attention, for a single moment, to the 
effect of the passage of such laws. For one, I am 
in favor of it. I desire to see the laws of the Uni- 
ted States extended over the Oregon Territory, so 


far as we can do it consistently with our rights— | 


consistently with our treaty stipulations. But 
how long can such a state of things remain? Great 
Britain passes her laws, extending her jurisdic- 
tion over this territory; you pass your laws, ex- 
tending your jurisdiction; onl here is a territory 


under the operation of two systems of government, || 


as widely separated from each other as the north | 


and south pole. Here are the principles of Ameri- 
can freedom, carried and borne along by the offi- 
cers of the American Government; here are the 


citizens of the British Government, mingling with 


} 
j 
i} 
i} 
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| the American people. 


try will be taken possession of, and our title be 
quietly settled; and next, that we are not now in 
a condition to defend our title and maintain our 
rights. I will ask gentlemen when will this Goy- 
ernment be ready? When will this Government 
be prepared to maintain our just rights in the Ore- 
gon Territory? Will gentlemen who follow me in 
this debate, be so good as to inform the country to 
what period of time they look forward when the 
United States will be in a proper condition to de- 
fend her national rights in the Oregon Territory? 
Where is the difficulty? Why are you not prepared 
to defend the Oregon Territory and your rights in 
the territory? Is it owing to the condition of your 
army, or of your navy? So far as your army is 
concerned, it is a settled principle in the Govern- 


'ment, if I understand and appreciate our people 


aright, that the Government never shall be depend- 
ent ona standing army for the protection of the 
rights of the people. You can never induce, and 


| I trust you will never desire to induce, this Goy- 


ernment to create a large standing army in tine of 


| peace as preparatory to some future emergency 
| which may require it. ‘The bulwark of the defence 


of our country lies in the hearts and the spirit of 
It is to the citizen-soldier, 
and not the mercenary hireling, that the American 


| people look for the defence of their rights in an 


emergency of this kind. Is your navy not pre- 
_pared? Mr. Chairman, I am not prepared, nor 
should I detain you if I was prepared, to go into 


| a discussion of the condition and character of our 


/navy. But tell me when we will be better prepar- 
Will it be at some future 
| period? Are you prepared at once to make @ 
heavy appropriation for the increase of your navy * 
Will this Government ever be prepared, in a time 
of peace, to pursue a policy of this kind? If so, 
it will differ widely from the history of the past or 
of Congresses preceding. And those who are 
most anxious now for the settlement of the Oregon 
| question, and those who are in favor of postpon- 
ing it to a future period, many of them, will be 
found on common ground in warfare ae our Lit 
| tle navy—that gallant navy which needs no praise 
‘from my hands; it is written in the history of the 
country. ya 
{[Mr. C. here paused for a moment, to inquire 
how much of his hour was still unexhausted; and 
| having ascertained that he had but about ten min- 
utes more, proceeded as follows:] 
Mr. Chairman, I have exhausted more time upon 
the discussion of these one or two points than I had 


'| intended, and I fear I must pass by some others '0 


which I had intended to refer. ‘here was, how- 


'| ever, one prominently brought forward in this dis- 


| cussion upon which I must bestow at least a pass- 
ing thought. It is said by those who advocate It, 
| that this is a peace measure, and by those who op- 
| pose it, that it is a war measure. r. Chairmaii, 
| [am not prepared to go to the full extent with some 


| who declare that the inevitable result of the pas 





sae of this notice will be to involve this country 

in a bloody and destructive war. Nor am I pre- 

nared, on the other hand, to go with those who fear- 

i assert that there is no danger to result from 

our action in reference to Oregon. I plant myself 

on this ground, that the course which I propose to 

wursue is the one called for by the national faith 
and honor of my country; and [ am in the prose- 
cution of what I conceive to be the just rights of 
my Government, and am endeavoring to carry out 
the policy best calculated to secure this end, If 
peace be the result, I shall gladly welcome it. lf 
war be the consequence, we must meet it. itisa 
crisis not to be avoided, not to be evaded, but 
to be met with boldness, firmness, and decision. 
When we have discharged our duties, then, sir, it 
will be for another department of our Government, 
aud for the Government with whom we are in col- 
lision upon this subject, to do what they may con- 
ceive to be their duty. If, Mr. Chairman, the re- 
sult shall be inauspicious—if it shall involve us in 
war—lI will have the consoling reflection left that I 
have pursued a course of policy dictated by the 
best interests of my country, as far as I have been 
enabled to appreciate those interests. That we 
should suffer from a war, [do not pretend to deny; 
that we shall lose the Oregon Territory by resort- 
ing to war, I utterly but respectfully repudiate the 
idea, Whenever this Government shall be engaged 
in a conflict of this kind with the British Govern- 
ment, or with any other Government on earth, peace 
will never be declared upon terms leaving one foot 
of territory which has ever been consecrated to 
American freedom and American principles, after- 
wards to be profaned by monarchical or despotic 
principles. No; Canada may be acquired; I do not 
dispute that position of gentlemen who have argued 
this proposition before the House; but that Oregon 
will ever be abandoned peacefully, or in the strug- 
gle of war, my mind has never been brought to 
that conclusion, nor will it be. Sir, upon this day, 
this memorable, glorious 8th of January, let it not 
be said by American statesmen, in an American 
Congress, that this Government can be injured, 
can be deprived, can be weakened in her just and 
unquestionable rights by a conflict with Great Bri- 
tun, or with any other Government. If war come, 
i venture the prediction that when it terminates we 
will have the consolation of knowing that nota 
British flag floats on an American breeze; that not 
a British subject treads on American soil. ‘There 
is where war ought to terminate, if come it must; 
there is where I believe and trust in Heaven it will 
terminate. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to consider the proposi- 
tion which has been submitted to us in the form of 
an amendment by the gentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Hiti1arp,] to whose remarks, in support of 
the views he presented to the House, I listened 
with deep interest, and with the course of whose 
argument [ was gratified and instructed. I am not 
willing, however, to abandon the proposition re- 
commended by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and to substitute, in lieu of it, the one submitted by 
the honorable gentleman from Alabama; and I 
will, with the utmost deference to that gentleman, 
give one or two reasons why I think that, with the 
views he has expressed—so nobly and so eloquent- 
ly expressed—he ought to be willing to give the 
go-by to his amendment, and to stand with us. 
Let us, who agree on this subject, meet on common 
ground in support of the resolution reported from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. What is the 
difference in these propositions? The resolution 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs recommends 
that the President forthwith give the notice. The 
gentleman proposes, in lieu of that, to assert that 
the President be requested to give the notice, when- 
ever the public interests, in his judgment, may re- 
quire it. Mr. Chairman, I consider that this pro- 
position is evasive; and I aver that it must be so 
considered by this country, and by the British 
Government. Why do you wish to empower the 
Executive to give the notice when the public inter- 
est requires it, if, at the same time, we are not pre- 
pared to express the opinion that the public inter- 
est now requires it? 

Sir, the President of the United States has sub- 
mitted all the information, in connexion with this 
subject, which may properly be submitted, and 
which, in his opinion, may have any influence 
upon Congress. With this, he gives you his opin- 
ton that the notice ought to be given at once that 
this joint occupancy shall forthwith cease. The 
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gentleman from Alabama proposes now that, in- 
stead of taking upon ourselves the responsibility 
of meeting the question, and declaring that we 
agree with the President, and give it to him as our 
Opinion that the notice ought to be given, and call 
upon him to do it under our instructions, we 
merely say to him that he has the power,to do it, 
and we shall leave it to him to decide it. Is it the 
object of the gentleman from Alabama to place up- 
on the Executive the responsibility of giving the 
notice when the public interest requires 1? If so, 
the Executive has already taken that responsibility, 
so far as it can be placed upon the shoulders of any 
man, by the recommendation which he has sub- 
lieve yourselves from the responsibility—and I call 
mitted in his Message. If you desire, then, not to re- 
the attention of the friends of this measure to the 
distinction which | draw—if Congress is willing to 
assume the responsibility; if you believe the time 
has arrived when this notice should be given, when 
this joint occupancy should cease, when the rights 
of the Government should be declared and main- 
tained, cost what it may, then meet it boldly face 


| to face: come up to the question, as presented by 


the report of the committee, and say to the Presi- 
dent, ** Cause the notice to be given.” But do not 
avoid the responsibility; do not step gently behind 
the screen, and say to the President, * We decline 
‘ giving an Opinion ourselves as to the proper policy 
‘to be pursued at this time; but we will give you 
‘the power, (which perhaps he may already pos- 
‘sess,) if, in your judgment, the interest of the 
‘country requires it, to give the notice hereafter.” 
1 say, let us have no evading of this question. If 
we believe the notice ought to be given, let us so 
declare by our actions, ; 

The hammer of the Chairman suddenly fell, ter- 
minating Mr. C.’s remarks at this point, and the 
sharp sound * Mr. Chairman” rung from twenty 
earnest applicants for the floor. ; 


Mr. McCLERNAND having obtained the floor, 


| addressed the committee. 


It had been objected (he said) by the minority of 
the Committee of Foreign Affairs in their report, 
that Congress has no rightful jurisdiction of the res- 


: : : Hh ; : 
| olution under consideration. ‘The resolution directs 


the President to notify Great Britain that the con- 
vention of 1827, in regard to the Northwest coast, 
will be annulled and abrogated by the act of the 
United Statesat the end of twelve months after such 
notification. ‘To pass such a resolution, it is con- 
tended, would be to usurp the peculiar prerogative 
of other branches of the Government, and to violate 
the adjustment of powers by the Constitution. Mr. 
McC. denied that such would be the effeet, and con- 
fidently affirmed the competency of Congress by law 
to annul the convention. Not having time to en- 
large upon his position, he would state the principle 
involved by it, with a precedent to support it, and 
pass on for the present. ‘The Constitution declares 
that ** the laws of the United States which shall be 
‘ made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or 
* which shall be made, under the authority 6f the Uni- 
‘ted States, shall be the supreme law of the land.” 
Congress is vested with ‘all legislative powers”’ 
granted by the Constitution. Congress, therefore, 
may annul a treaty—being a law—although ex- 
pressly excluded by the Constitution from any par- 
ticipation in the formation of treaties. It seemed 
to be proper that the law-making power should have 
a voice in annulling such laws as consist in treaties, 
as a compensation for the deprivation of a voice 
in making them. This view derived additional 
force from the reflection that the power to make 
treaties partook as much of the essence of the law- 
making as of the executive power; and he doubted 
not that, although convenience micht elect the Exec- 
utive and Senate as the agents to make treaties, yet 
the interests of the country and the safety of its in- 
stitutions would be as well subserved by leaving a 
co-ord nate power to annul them to the exercise of 
Congress. It was in the exercise of such a power 
that Congress, in 1798, annulled, by legislative en- 
actment, the treaties of alliance and commerce previ- 
ously entered into with France. (See the act enti- 
* tled ‘* An act to declare the treaties heretofore con- 
‘cluded with France no longer obligatory on the 
‘United States.”” Laws U.S., vol. 3, p. 76.) 
Such a repository of power (Mr. McC. thought) 
would be a safe and judicious one. At all events, 
the power of Congress to annul treaties could not be 
more abused than the power of the President and 
Senate to make treaties, had been. Congress, in 
1839, perhaps, resolved that they would not part 
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with any portion of the territory of Maine, to sat- 
isfy England; yet the treaty-making power had 
dismembered Maine, transferred the allegiance of 
the citizens of the Republic to a distant monarchy, 
and had, at the same time, agreed to pay England 
for taking the boon. He was for 20 Marae. the 
treaty-making power, now comparatively irre spon 
sible, as near the people as the Constitution would 
allow; and a step towards the object would be 
made in asserting the right of Congress to annul 
treaties when obnoxious. 

Again: Congress was vested with the power 
**to declare war, and grant letters of marque and 
reprisal.” This power evidently carried with it 
that of annulling treaties, for war and a treaty of 
amity could not exist at the same time. - 

Mr. MeC,. said he was in favor of repeal—ves, 
legislative repeal—of the convention. The Presi- 
dent had recommended, in his Message, that no- 
tice be given; and also © that provision, by law, 
be made for giving it,’ , 
one to make it. 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] 
asked, the other day, what reason there was for the 
notice. Mr. MeC. said there were many, some 
of which he would briefly reeount. The first of 
all was, that Oregon was ours—every inch ours— 
from the 42° to the 54° 40’ north latitude inclusive; 
and being ours, under existing circumstances, the 
honor and the interest of the country required that 
we should exclude all foreign and antagonistical 

jurisdiction from it. It was a fact that, under the 
convention, Great Britain was attaining all that she 
could attain independent of it. An idea was pur- 
posely inculcated in Oregon, by the British authori- 
ties, that the settlements of the Americans south 
of the Columbia would be acquiesced in by that 
Government; but that all such north of that stream 
would be contested, if needs be, at the point of the 
bayonet. This idea was avtended with the effect 
of restricting the settlements of the two countries 
to different sides of the river. While the Ameri- 
cans were settling the south, Great Britain, as a 
counterpoise, would fill up the north—convert her 
temporary settlements, for the purposes of trading 
and fishing, under the convention, into permanent 
agricultural and commercial communities, and 
strengthen her numerous trading posts, by arming 
them for the permanent occupation and mainte- 
nance of two-thirds of the country, and much the 
better portion in many respects. F 

The continued operation of such causes would 
divest, or tend to divest, the American emigrants 
of ail interest and concern about the jurisdiction 
of the country north of the Columbia; and for the 
same reason that some of the cities on the sea- 
board were opposed to war, the loss of property 
would array their interests against any measures for 
the exclusive appropriation of the coffmtry which 
might lead to war. It had been urged that time 
would effect everything for us. Until now, it had 
effected everything against us. The policy of in- 
activity, or a state of ris inertia, when understood 
by Great Britain to be our policy, would avail 
nothing against her more active means. 

We might encourage emigration thither; but if 
that should become the policy of the United States 
to save the country, we must fail in the race. 
Great Britain granted chartered privileges, monop- 
olies of trade, worth more than bounties, to stimu- 
late and augment emigration. We could not; our 
institutions forbade it. Neither would we grant 
hounties of money, a rifle, an axe, a spade, &c. 
We were too economical for that. Nor would we 
give anything more than a promise to give land 
when the controversy was settled in our favor. 
The inducements to emigration, therefore, were in 
the hands of Great Britain rather than in our own. 
What of the capacity for emigration? Our popu- 
lation was sparse—a few millions spread over a 
vast extent of country, in most instances so com- 
fortably situated that they felt no immediate mo- 
tive to emigrate. Not so with England. She is 
blighted with a crowded, starving population; the 
hungering masses are struggling with a mighty 
effort, with voleanic commotion, to relieve them- 
selves of their distresses; and she would, there- 
fore, be consulting her domestic safety, as well as 
extending her dominions and power, by giving 
free passage to her suffering thousands to Oregon. 

In 1844, the immigration to the United States was 
estimated at eighty-five thousand souls—one-half, 

rhaps, of the number from the British Empire. 
With a small inducement, no doubt, a consider- 


potas) + 


and he was prepared for 


. 


Fo Alan os 


cried 


del nga erp it? 


he 


re 


. 


eat) oe BI 


seo I it A TR ORRIN Rn Ni AOE i eet ti NE i 


a ee 


ST ee NES 


ihe £8 rai 


meager 


ae 


o 


oy 


RR FRASIER ROE AA CN GORY te Em om 


Fi 

e 

i 

a 
Bx 

? 

i 
= 
f 


= 


on Rp Nama sh! Ra wlll ae ap 


ia 
Hie 
Cos 












ee ee oe 


CRT Res 


RP OI + 


te 


4 


1 ntl ame ey 5 “Almas: EG Toe > 8 


we 





be 
“ 


er F 


eee ee PAS mS 





Pep = ye 


ae 


ae 


ae 


168 





7 . ae fi 1] 
able portion of that immigration could have been || Clay asserted the same doctrine upon the question |, 


turned to Oregon. The American settlers in Oregon | 


had also petitioned us in favor of the notice. They 
were tired and wearied with the excitements and 
agitations of the present state of things. It was 
also objected by some that, during the continuance 
of the convention, we could not, without militating 
against the spirit of the convention, establish mil- 
tary fortifications in the country—even for the pro- 
tection of our citizens there, who were surrounded 
by numerous bands of warlike savages. We owed 
such protection to them as the consideration for 
their allegiance; and if there were obstacles to ex- 
tending it in the treaty, the treaty should be termi- 
nated. Why, then, not meet the question directly 
bravely? Why hesitate to give the notice when and 
80 many reasons concur in favor of it?) The gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. Yancey] had said that 
the convention was agreed upon as the ** substi- 
tute for war’’—as the alternative of war; and that 
to terminate it by notice was to bring war. He 
also admitted our title to the whole of Oregon to be 
valid and exclusive. What, then, is the effect of 
his argument? Nothing more, it appeared, than 
that we had admitted Eneland to the freedom of 
Oregon as the condition of her peace, and that we 
should continue to do so for the same object. "This 
was buying peace upon costly terms. We might 
be called upon to concede the same freedom in re- 
gard to the Mississippi river, as the condition of 
peace; and yet, cou d or would we do it? 

Mr. McC. said, for himself, he would have been 
eased when the negotiation for a compromise was 
comes off by the rejection of the British Minister, 
if Mr. Polk had said to him, Here, sir; we cannot 
agree upon a line, let us agree to terminate the con- 
vention. Such a course, it appeared to him, under 
the circumstances, would have been consistent with 
the President's opinion of our tide, and with the 
dignity and temper of the country. 

‘The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Ruerr] 
objected to the notice because war would ensue— 
perhaps inevitably; and war had * landed’’ us in 
federalism in the organization of the Government 
at the close of the Revolution, and also in 1815. 
He deprecated war because it strengthened the 
already too strong tendencies of our system of 
Government towards centralization and consolida- 
tion. Without undertaking to deny these asser- 
tions, Mr. McC. asked whether they would not 
be equally operative against any war ?—whether 
against the Revolution by which we won our inde- 
pendence, or against the last war by which we vin- 
dicated our flag upon the high seas from national 
insult, and our seamen from impressment? And 
yet, no gentleman would say that, because the 
Government may have fallen, to some extent, under 
federal influencesafter the Revolution, or because it 
cost us hig¢itaxes and a national debt, it cost us too 
much. Nor would any one say that, because the 
vindication of our national rights and honor during 
the last war added to the pension list, and begat a 
National Bank, that for that reason it would have 
been better to have acquiesced in the wrong and 
insult inflicted upon us. The true maxim is not 
so much to weigh consequences as to * be sure you 
are right, and then go ahead’’—to “ask nothing 
that is not right, and submit to nothing that is 
wrong.” If Oregon was ours, let us have it, and 
not lose it because, by securing it, we may elevate 
one party or another. Negotiation, however, was 
the means upon which some rested their hopes to 
get the country. How? Negotation had already | 
offered the 49th parallel, which would have lost to 
us the better part of it. Fortunately it had failed; 
and he did not wish to see it renewed. Nego- | 
tiation had lost us Texas in 1819, dismembered 
Maine, and ostracised her free citizens, in 1842, 
and had admitted England, in 1818 and 1827, to 
the freedom of Oregon. It had also, by its mysti- 
fications and complexities, wove a pretended title | 
in favor of England to the joint occupancy of Ore- 
gon; for, it would be remembered, that, in 1818, 
she set up no such title. 

Oregon was not a case for negotiation. The | 
country en masse were convinced of the validity | 
of our title to the whole of Oregon. Govern- | 
ment had no right, therefore, to disintegrate any | 
rortion of the territory or the citizens who in- 
ebited it from the Union or the nation. The 
elements of Government were land and people. It 
was instituted to protect both, not to trade away | 
or give away either. For it to do so would be to | 
lend its own agency to its own destruction. Mr. i 
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| him than perhaps any other district in the United | 
| States; yet, if they believed that he was at heart in 
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of the alienation of Texas, so far as the Presiden) | 


| and Senate were concerned. As a member of this | 
| body, in 1821, he submitted the following resolu- | 


tion, as expressive of his view of the subject: 

** Resolved, That the Constitution of the United 
* States vests in Congress the power to dispose of 
‘ the territory belonging to them; and that no treaty, 


| * purporting to alienate any portion thereof is valid, 
‘ without the concurrence of Congress. 


%9 


Mr. Polk also held the following views in 1829, 


| as a member of this body, upon the Oregon ques- | 
| tion: 


‘Tf it shall, at any time, be deemed expedient 
by the American Congress to pass this bill, or one 
of its import, the course is a plain one: First, give 
the twelve months’ notice that these treaties (1818 
and 1827) are annulled and abrogated, and then 
adopt the measure. No national treaty would 
then be violated, because none would exist. The 
national power is pledged not to violate the na- 
‘tional engagements. In the meantime, he would 
not permit Great Britain, or any power on earth, 
to take exclusive possession of any portion of the 
‘country. No foreign power should be permitted 
to colonize there. He would protect the rights of 
American citizens there.’’ 

In 1844, in a letter to a meeting in Cincinnati, he | 
said: 

** Let Texas be annexed, and the authority and 
laws of the United States be established and main- 
‘tained within her limits, as also in the Oregon 
* Territory; and let the fixed policy of our Govern- 
ment be, not to permit Great Britain, or any other 
‘ foreign power, to plant a colony, or hold dominion 
‘ over any portion of the people or territory of either.”’ 

In addition, he proclaimed, in his Inaugural Ad- 
dress, on the 4th of March last, that our title to 
Oregon was ** clear and unquestionable.’? He can- 
not, therefore, recede to the 49th parallel, disem- 
barrassed of the previous transactions of his pre- 
decessors, without perpetrating an inconsistency; | 
and it could only have been because, as he says in 
his Message, that ** in October, 1843, the Envoy 
* Extrordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
* United States in London was authorized to make || 
‘asimilar offer to those made in 1818 and 1826” | 
by his predecessor, which were the 49th parallel, | 
together with the free navigauon of the Columbia, 
that he felt himself at liberty to offer as much as | 
the 49th. In explanation in his Message, he de- || 
clares: oy 

‘* Had this been a new question, coming under 
discussion for the first time, this proposition would 
not have been made. The extraordinary and 
wholly inadmissible demands of the British Gov- 
ernment, and the rejection of the proposition made | 
in deference alone to what had been done by my |; 
predecessors, and the implied obligations which 
their acts seemed to impose, afford satisfactory 
evidence that no compromise which the United 
States ought to accept can be effected. With tkis 
conviction, the proposition of compromise which 
had been made and rejected was, by my direc- 
tion, subsequently withdrawn, and our title to the | 
whole Oregon Territory asserted, and, as it is be- 
‘ lieved, maintained by irrefragable facts and argu- 
‘ments.”’ 

This declaration made, he proceeds to recom- |! 
mend, as a preliminary and necessary measure, the | 
giving of the notice, and the taking of such other 
measures after as may be deemed necessary to as- 
sert our exclusive title. | 

Mr. McC. said, no man had more confidence in 
Mr. Polk than himself. His constituents also | 
loved him; they had polled a larger majority for | 


+ 


‘ 


. 


“ 


- 


ee Oe Ae “RO 


. 


favor of the forty-ninth parallel as an original pro- 
position, he doubted not that their partiality would 
undergo achange. Oregon was stronger than any 
combination of politicians, or any Administration; 
it involved the great principle of progression, ex- 
tension, and sagen. which distinguished the 
age, and particularly the American people. He 
had seen a beautiful vessel sailing proudly and 
hopefully, with her canvass spread to a propitious || 
wind upon the Potomac; and again he had seen her | 
suddenly broken into pieces by the explosion of |) 
Colt’s submarine battery. Oregon would prove a || 
submarine battery to any man, or association of || 
men, who might try to compromise the country by || 
the forty-ninth parallel. 

Why, then, negotiate? It was admitted that the |! 


| 
} 





_ than the 49th parallel. 


_ nothing ? 


| young manhood; it had raised us from fee! 


_he believed it was right so to vote. 


| still more important to that line. It would 
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title was in us, nor could it be denied that diplo- 
macy, so far, had done us more harm than good 
There can be but one object for further negotia. 
tion, and that was, to secure peace, by giving more 
And was the Government 
or the country prepared to make further conces. 
sions? Why should we yield all and Britain 

It had been said that war would e 


° . hsue 
if we refused to compromise, and that the pr 


eser- 


_ vation of peace is of the first importance; but (said 


Mr. McC.) not without honor. Peace had done 
much for us; it had extended our settlements from 
the Atlantic, far upon the prairies of the ** Par 
West;”’ it had enabled us to grow with a rapid 


growth from infancy to the vigor and strengih of 


‘ dlenesg 
to the rank and power of the first nations of the 


globe; but that peace which had done so much was 
the fruit of two wars—the war of the Revolution and 
of 1812. Nations could only secure the blessines 
of peace by recurring to the strong arm of war io 
preserve their rights when occasions required, 
Great Britain would lose as much by war as we 
would. War would cut off her supplies of cotton, 
thus stop her spindles, and turn eee. of her 
operatives out of employment. These operatives 
would have to be appeased by large concessions, 
otherwise they would, in the very heart of our 
enemy, become our active and efficient allies. 

Where, also, would be O'Connell and Ireland 
in case of war? If they struck for repeal, Great 
Britain would feel the necessity of exerting her 
greatest strength to preserve peace and her posses- 
sions at home. Mr. McC. said, he would avert 
war by every proper precaution; but if it must 
come, as the only means of preserving our whole 
territory, then Jet it come. In the language of 
Camille Desmoulins, a great revolutionary charac- 
ter of France, he would say: ‘ Us, messieurs, one 
ery befits: To arms!” Let Americans, as with the 
throat of the whirlwind, sound only **'To arms!” 

Mr. McC. next proceeded to speak of the allu- 
sions which had been made to the course of some 
of the members from the southern States, and 
said, if some of them felt it their duty to oppose 
the notice, he would not find fault with them for 
so doing. 

As a western man, he had voted for Texas, the 
modification of the tariff, and the 21st rule, because 
If southern 
gentlemen saw fit to differ from him in the case of 
Oregon, it was doubtless because they felt it to be 


| their duty to do so. 


Mr. McC, said, he was utterly and inexorably 
opposed to the compromise of the 49th parallel, 
and he had risen to resist that project more than for 
any other purpose. He was opposed to it; first, 
because it would be, as he thought, a surrender 


of right and a compromise of honor; because it 
|, would lose to us half, and much the best portion, 


of Oregon, in some respects; because it would lose 
to us nearly all of the great Island of Vancouver, 


_all of Washington’s Island, the stately and valua- 


ble forests which cover them, together with the 
numerous smaller islands which mask the coast, 
and the bays, harbors, and inlets, which indent 


it; and because, too, it leaves us without a harbor 


in Oregon save and except the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia river, and the unimportant one known as 
Bulfinch’s harbor, Nor were these all the objec- 


| tions in a commercial aspect. We would lose that 


portion of Oregon which otherwise would bear the 
same relation to the Pacific coast, in furnishing the 


|| mercantile marine to navigate that ocean, that New 


England bore towards the Guif of Mexico. The 
marine that floated in the Gulf was owned in the 
East Adantic States—New England; and the ma- 
rine that was to float upon the coasts of Oregon 


_and California, would be owned by the people who 


should inhabit the country north of the 49th paral- 
lel. This would be the case, because the harbors, 


, bays, and timber, that were to furnish a marine, 


and become the nursery of seamen, were north of 


49°, With northern Oregon, California would 


eventually and naturally fall into our hands. — 
There was also another objection, equal if not 
e seen 
from the map [exhibited by Mr. McC.] that the 


island of Vancouver and the straits of Fuca, for 


the most part, would fall into the possession of 


Great Britain. With these she would be able to 
command the mouth of the Columbia; and, com- 
manding that point, she would be able to com- 
mand the valley of the Columbia, which afforded 
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the only discovered access from the interior to the | 
gon. 
ee some of the positive and inevitable 
jisadvantages, hastily sketched, we would incur 
py the line of the forty-ninth parallel. But the sub- 
cect presented itself in other important aspects. 
‘great Britain owned eight provinces upon this 
continent, containing 2,800,000 square miles. The | 
area of the United States, including ‘Texas and 
Oregon, Was perhaps but 2,318,000 square miles— 
432,000 square miles less than the British posses- 
sions on this continent. ‘Two of these provinces 
(Upper and Lower Soren) machen, coterminous 
with the territory of the United States, from the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence to the northwestern lakes, 
and thence onward, in part by the 49th parallel, to 
the Rocky mountains. Through this extent of 
-ountry, for a great distance, she had fortified her- 
self for either defensive or aggressive measures, by 
cordon of posts; and for the residue of the dis- 
tance, the Hudson Bay Company had established 
wading posts, easily convertible into military posts. 
This was our geographical relation on the North 
and West; and the danger to which it exposed us 
might be judged of from the evenis of the fast war. 
hen, without ship canals to admit her war steam- 
ers into our inland seas, she destroyed Oswego, 
burnt Buffalo, by her savage allies reduced Chica- 
co, aud, by Brock, conquered all of Michigan. 
What would she be able to do now, admitting her 
into the possession of northern Oregon, whence she 
might co-operate, in the most effective manner, with 
ihe hostile measures of the Canadas? Great Britain 
opposed, as far as she could, the annexation of Tex- 
as; and why? Because, by a treaty of alliance and 
commerce with that State, she hoped to be able to 
obtain an overland communication from her pos- 
sessions in the West Indies with Oregon, and thus 
environ our southern frontier, as she has already 
our northern. This (said Mr. C.) was a brief 
view of the geographical aspect of the question. 
What now was the commercial view? T'o under- 
siand this, it was necessary to look abroad across 
the world, to note the footsteps—the bloody foot- | 
steps—of British conquest at acquisition. Look- 
ing to the Atlantic, we find her there established 
in ascendant power. She owned Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, aaa. and a number of islands in 
the Gulf of Mexico. She had also established 
herself at Honduras, in Guatemala; thus extend- 
ing the line of her possessions co-extensive with | 
the North American continent on that side. By 
the advantages of these possessions, she com- | 
manded the commerce of the Atlantic, in a great | 
measure. In the Mediterranean, she owned Gi- | 
braltar, also Malta, and thus controlled the com- | 
merce of that sea. The Indian sea and the route to 
China is subjected to her sway, by the possession | 
of St. Helena, the Cape of Good Hope, the Mau- | 
ritus Isle, Ceylon, Madras, Singapore, Hindos- | 
tan, and other places. ‘Thus it appeared that Eng- | 
land had intrenched herself in impregnable power | 
i almost every sea and part of the world. What 
was left to contest with her? ‘The great ocean, the 
Pacific, and the commerce of parts, at least, of two || 
great continents—Asia and America. And in re- 
gard to this field, England was persevering, with 
a steady step, to establish her dominion there. She | 
had compassed Cape Horn, by the seizure of the |, 
Falkland Islands, and by the appropriation of the | 
South Shetland Islands; and had even extended | 
her grasp as far as the Isthmus of Panama, where | 
sie had located at Mosquito. Give her the north | 
of Oregon, and her dominion over the Pacific 1s || 
made complete. The Sandwich Islands fall next 
ito her grasp; and thus she has consummated her | 
great policy of conquering all rivalry, either in arms | 
orecommerce, upon the high seas. But the north || 
of Oregon ours, we become masters of the north || 
Pacific, and the largest recipients of the wealth of | 
the commerce of Asia. | 
Mr. McC. here exhibited a map, showing the | 
distances from England to China by the Cape of 
od Hope, and over land by the Mediterranean | 
and Red sea to India, and the distance from Eng- | 
land across the Atlantic over the United States, | 
~ across the Pacific to China and the East In- | 
wee that the latter route was the nearest | 
obie St, avoiding the crossing of the equator, an | 
= me most essential to a successful trade with the | 
ts a of Asia, in provisions, a principal article | 
wal importance of an extensive trade with China | 
become evident from a view of her vast | 





-umphal arches—has been humbled before the cross 


| her now on the northwest, as she is already estab- 
| lished on the northeast, and may we not read our | 
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wealth. The trade of the nations of Europe, who 


| raised what we did in part, was considered a great 


stake; yet it was stated to be a fact that China, in || 


| population, extent, and resources, was equal to the 


aggregate amount of all the nations of Europe. 
She fronted 5,000 miles upon the Pacific; her out- 
line was 12,000 miles; covered an area of 5,000,000 
square miles; and contained a population of more 


than 300,000,000 of souls. With a country of 


such vast wealth, far advanced in the manufactur- 
ing arts, furnishing tea, porcelain, silk raw and 
manufactured, satins, velvets, crapes, ivory, fine 
woollens, metals, white copper, the rare iron of 
Formosa, and valuable gums and paints, but 
wanting many of the productions of our coun- 
try, it is clear that an extensive commerce, 
equally advantageous to both parties, might be 
opened. Nor would the commerce of China be 
all. There is Japan, with a population of 41,000- 
0U0; Cochin China, with 31,000,000; the Birman 
empire, with 13,000,000; and British India, with a 
population of 145,000,000;—with all of whom, in 
the course of events, we might be enabled to open 


|| and prosecute a valuable trade. 


But, without pausing to dwell upon particulars, 
what did history teach us in regard to the trade of 
the East?) When confined to the narrow limits of 
caravans, it elevated feeble States into powerful 
ones; it contributed largely to the support of the 
Grecian monarchies, both in Syria and Egypt; it 
retarded the downfall of Constantinople for a long 
succession of years; and it raised Venice from an 
otherwise obscure republic, to the rank and power 
of the most potent kingdoms. 

Great Britain was aware of all these things; and 
hence, having no better excuse for waging war 
upon China than the refusal of her Emperor to 
permit her to poison his subjects with opium, avail- 
ed herself of that, and forced her to open her ports, 


_and to pay $25,000,000 for the task. We com- 


miserated, with feelings bordering on piteous con- 
tempt, the effeminacy and want of public spirit of 
China, in submitting to this wrong, this indignity; 
but what was the difference between China and 


| the United States? We submitted to the dismem- 
| berment of Maine, and have offered to give away 


half of Oregon as the price of that peace with Eng- 
land, which China first defied, and only sought 
when she could do no better. China—a power 
that escaped the world-conquest of Alexander the || 
Great—has been made to bow before the lion of | 
the petty, barren island of England. Yes, China 
—with her antiquity preceding the Christian era, 
according to her own accounts, more than 2,000 
years; with her 4,402 walled cities; with her 439 
castles to guard her frontiers; and her 1,159 tri- 


of St. George. Was it not time for the nations of 
the world, animated by a common sentiment of 
danger and self-preservation, to rise up and resist 
her onward and conquering march? Shall we give 
away our territory to her, sull further to swell the 
measure of her overshadowing and _ portentous 
power? In India, where, in 1612, she begged the 
permission of the Emperor of one of the most | 
splendid and extensive monarchies in the world, || 
to found a factory, she now owns four empires 
and six provinces, containing 100,000 square miles, 
and a populatien of 100,000,000 of ak Admit |) 


fate in the bloody and tragical history of other | 
countries? 


The geography of North America was unlike that | 


ow other extensive portion of the globe. Itcon- || 


siste 
Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic ocean, skirted, on | 
either side, by the Atlantic and Rocky mountains, 
thus designed by God for one and a common coun- 
try, inhabited by millions, and blessed with free in- |, 
stitutions. The great mountains on the east and | 
the west were the granite bands formed by an Al- || 
mighty hand to bind the numerous States which | 

} 

| 


were to be spread out in beautiful and glorious 
a over the intervening space together as one 
rm and cemented Union. 
Mr. GILES obtained the floor; and, on his mo- 
tion, the committee rose, and | 
The House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, &e. H 
The following Petitions and Memorials were ] 





mainly of a vast: plain, extending from the /) eration of the use of his invention of the application of 
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presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. LEWIS: The pettftion of Daniel G. Garnsey and 
numerous other citizens of New York, for an appropnation 
for the erection of a light-house and beacon light at Catta- 
raugus harbor, on Lake Erie: referred to the Committee on 


, Commerce. 


By Mr. HERRICK: The memorial of Passed Midshipman 
John L. Worden, of the United States Navy, for compensa- 
tion for performing duties belonging to those of a higher 
grade, from the Ist of December, 1840, to the 30th of May, 
1842, inclusive, on board the United States ship Relief, un- 
der the command of (now) Commander John 8. Nicholas: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 

By Mr. RITTER: The memorial of citizens of the bo- 
rough of Reading, Berks county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the location of a national foundry at Reading. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of the citizens of Elizabeth 
City, North Carolina, praying the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at that port: referred to the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. J. G CHAPMAN: The memorial of citizens of 
the District of Columbia, stating grievances under which 
they labor, and asking that the bridges over the Eastern 

Sranch may be made tree. The memorial and proceedings 
of a large public meeting held at Good Hope, of citizens of 
Washington county, District of Columbia, asking for changes 
in the organization of the Levy Court, and for an enlarge- 
ment Of its powers; and also for an appropriation of a part 
of the public lands for the establishment of public schools in 
the county part of that county. 

By Mr.C. B. SMITH: The petition of Thomas Smith and 
64 others, citizens of the State of Indiana, praying the passage 
of a law to protect the settlers on the Great Miami reserva- 
tion in their improvements: referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

By Mr. EDSALL: Papers relating to the contested elec- 
tion of the third congressional district of New Jersey: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Elections, 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Daniel H. Mansfield 
and 38 others, requesting Congress to provide by law, or in 
any constitutional way, tor a proposal to other Governments 
that a congress of nations may be assembled to form a code 
of international laws, by which varying interests may be de- 
terinined without the evils of war: referred to the Comumit- 
tee on Foreigu Affairs. 

By Mr. R. SMiTH. A remonstrance from Sparta, Ran- 
dolph county, Lilinois, signed by 98 persons, against the ad- 
mission of ‘Texas as a State of this Union, because its con- 
stitution tends to support and perpetuate slavery. Also, a 
petition from 108 citizens of Randolph county, Llinois, 


| praying Congress to repeal all laws in the District of Co- 


lumbia permitting the existence of slavery, and the buying 
aud selling of slaves ; or otherwise remove the seat of Gov- 


| ernment to some place where slavery does not exist. 


By Mr. CUMMINS: The petition of William MeCauslin 
and 167 other citizens of Jefierson county, Ohio, asking for 
the establishment of a daily mail route from Steubenville, 
Ohio, by way of Cadiz, Cambridge, and other intermediate 
points, to Zanesville, Obio. Also, the petition of Richard 


| Donaldson and 72 other citizens of Washington county, 
|| Pennsylvania, asking for the same: referred to the Commsit- 
| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH The petition of E. D. Ely and 
390 other citizens of Littlefort, for a jlight-house and harbor 
at Litulefort, Lake county, Ulinois ; reterred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of John Owen, of 


| Solomon Ru-sell, and of Isaac Davenport, which were seve- 


rally referred. ‘The remonstrance of William Kelburn and 
23 others of Wilton, Maine; of George Gage and 36 others 


| of Wilton, Maine; of J Stockbridge and 16 others of Bath, 


Maine; of Gershom Hyde and 51 others of Bath, Maine; of 


| John Henkley and 36 others of Georgetown, Maine, against 
| the admission of Texas as a slave State. 


By Mr. PERRILL: The petition of Gardner Herring 


| praying for a pension : referred to the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions. ; 
By Mr. SCHENCK: The protest (received after the reso- 
lutions of admission had passed) of Il. L. Brown, Thomas 


| Clegg, and 121 other citizens of Ohio, against the admission 


of Texas as aslave State: laid on the teble. The petition 
of James Penine, George B. Hoit, and 423 other citizens of 
Montgomery county, Ohio, praying for one uniform rate of 
postage, of two cents, throughout the Union, on each letter 


| not exceeding half an ounce in weight; and that the frank- 


ing privilege be entirely abolished: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. CATHCART : The petition of citizens of Pulaski 
county, Indiana, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Monticello, in White county, to South Bend, in St, Jo- 
seph’s county: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. 

By Mr. YOST: The memorial of the heirs of Robert 
Fulton, praying the attention of Congress to their claim 
ainst the Government of the United States, in consid- 


steam power to vessels: referred to the Committee on Na- 


'| val Affairs. 


By Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL: The petition of George 
Lee, of Norwich, Connecticut, to have refunded to him the 
proceeds of the wreck of the brig Plato, paid into the treas- 
ury of the United States ; also for money expended for the 
shipwrecked seamen on board the said brig; referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ELLSWORTH: The petition of H. H. ane 
and others, inhabitants of Tompkins county, New York, in 


| relation to duties on soda ash, barilla, and sal soda; referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
By Mr. FRIES: The petition of William Snyder, of Co- 


| lumbia county, — for an increase of pension, for services 


rendered during the last war: referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. JOHN G. CHAPMAN: The petition of citizens of 
Maryland, for a free bridge across the Eastern Braneh of the 
Potomac river, was withdrawn, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. B. R. YOUNG: The petition of Mrs. Catharine 
Adair, widew of the late Gen. Johu Adair, asking a pension, 
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from th? time the first act allowing pensions to widows of | 
revolutionary officers expired, up to the time when the act | 
was revived, a period of two years: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 
French, of Hardin county, Kentucky, praying a pension tor 
revolutionary services: referred to the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Claims. Also, the memorial and accompanying | 
papers of Christopber Miller’s heirs, of Hardin county, Ken- | 
tucky, praying compensution for services rendered by said 
Miller in the northwestern army: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. Also, the petition of Isaac Davis, of Nelson | 
county, Kentucky, asking compensation for services ren- 
dered by his father (Cornelius Davis) during the revolu 
tionary war, and for property lost in the early settlement of 
Kentucky: referred to the Committee of Claims. ‘The pe- 
tition and accompanying papers of Catharine Fulton, of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying a pension for 
the services of her deceased husband during the revolu 
tionary war: referred to the Committee on Kevolutionary 
Claims. | 

by Mr. MeCLEAN - The petition and accompanying doc- 
uments of Jacob Stonecipher, for compensation for a horse 
lost whilst engaged in the service of the United States du- 
ring the fete war with Great Britain: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of Esther Russell, praying 
for an increase of pension: reterred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. The petition of Levt Colemus, 
praying that a pension may be allowed him from 1814 to 
IAd4, when he was placed on the pension roll: referred to 
the Committee ou Tivalid Pensions 

By Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin. The petition of citi 
zens of Wisconsin, for an appropriation on the road from 
Milwaukie to Green Bay: referred to the Committee on 
Koads and Canals. The memorial of citizens of the city 
aud State of New York, for the unprovement of Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers, ‘The memorial of citizens of Marquette 
couaty, Wisconsin, for the improvement of Fox and Wis 
eousin rivers. ‘Che memorial of heirs of Matthew Jack, 
weking for retained invalid pension: referred to the Com 
mittee on Invalid Pensious. 

by Mr. REVTER The memorial of Henry Sbhubart, from 
Bethel township, Berks county, ex-ofticer of artillery of the 
French army, proposing a plan for national detence: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. NEVIN: The petition of Alexander C. Mulliner, 
and many other citizens of Wisconsin, asking an appro 
priation to repair the road leading from Milwaukie to Green 
bay. 

by Mr. RELFB: The petition of James Journey, of Mis- 
souri, asking Congress to coutirm to him a tract of land in 
suid State; tavorably reported on, and placed in the first 
class by report of commissioners appointed under the act of 
Sth July, 1632. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Reuben Tay 
lor tor relief: referred to the Committee of Kevolutionary 
Peusions. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Indiana, praying the consolidation of the land offices at Fort 
Wayne and Winamac, and their location at Peru, in Miami 
county 

By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petition of sundry mariners 
of the lakes, in favor of an appropriauon for a harbor at 
Catturaugus, New York. 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of Timothy Gilbert, and 
298 other citizens of the county of Pasquotank, North Caro- 
liia, praying au appropriation to reopen Roanoke Inlet at 
Nag’s Head. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
I’nipay, January 9, 1846. 

‘The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
wroy ed. 

The SPEAKER said, the first business in order 
would be the call of the committees for reports. 

Mr. WENTWORTH made an ineffectual mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, for the purpose of en- 
abline members to introduce bills of which notice 
had been given, and which would not give rise to 
debate. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. 

THE FLOOR. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITH asked leave to offer a 
resolution, which, he said, he thought would re- 
ceive the eeneral assent of the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected. 

[Several voices: Let them speak alphabetically. ] 

Mr. SMITH said that the object of the resolu- 
tion was to relieve the House from the disgrace at- 
taching to its deliberations, in consequence of the 
scramble that daily took place in this Hall for the 
floor. He hoped that the resolution might be read 
for information. And it was read as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the members of this House who 
have not already addressed the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the resolution 
for giving notce to Great Britain to abrogate the 
convention between that Power and the United 
States, of the 6th of August, 1827, may this day 
hand their names to the chairman of said commit- 
tee, who shall arrange the same in such order as he 
may see fit, and shall report the same to the com- 
mittee when he shall next take the chair after this 


| 
j 


Also, the petition of Ralph || 


day; and the members on said list shall be entitled | 
to the floor in the consideration of said resolution | 


in the order therein set down: Provided, That any 
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member absent from sickness or other cause may || 
have his name inserted in said list at any time be- 
fore Tuesday next; and also, that any member may 
exchange his position on said list with any other 
member: 4nd provided, further, That this resolution 
shall not be construed to abrogate or modify any 
other rule of the House than the 32d. 

Mr. SCHENCK desired to suggest a difficulty 
which occurred to his mind in case such a resolu- 
tion should be adopted. Suppose, he said, that a 
member who had thought of speaking, when his 
turn came should not desire to be heard, but that 
after his turn should have passed, something might ' 
be said by others in the course of the debate to 
which he might wish to reply; what was to be 
done in such a case? 

‘The SPEAKER said the resolution was not yet 
before the House, and could not therefore be de- 
bated. 

And objections being made to its reception, 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. HAMLIN said that, should the rules be 
suspended, he shou... make a point of order on the 
resolution itself. 

Mr. PETTIT suggested that the proposition 
was wholly impracticable. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
Howse was not on the resolution, but on the mo- 
ton to suspend the rules. 

And the question being taken, the House re- 
fused to suspend the rules. 

So the resolution was not received. 

THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. W. G. BROWN asked leave to offer the 
following resolution, (having reference, he said, to 
a recent letter of the Postmaster General,) which 
was read for information: 

W hereas the members of this House have seen 
with surprise a letter published in the * Daily 
Union”’ of the 6th instant, signed by the Postmas- 
ter General of the United States, in the following 
words: 


‘““TO DEPUTY POSTMASTERS. 

‘* Information has been recently furnished the 
‘ department, from official as well as other sources, 
‘ that various devices are daily resorted to to evade 
‘even the present low rates of postage, by an abuse 
‘ of the privilege of franking; that letters are daily 
‘ put into the mails, having the frank of individuals 
‘publicly known to be many miles distant from 
* the oflice in which they are placed; that blank en- 
* velopes, in large numbers, are known to be in the 
‘ possession of udividuals having no right to frank, 
‘and constantly used to evade the payment of post- 
‘age, when the person franking 1s known to be at 


‘a distance from the place; that the letters of third | juestion p ¢ } 
‘|| Mr. VANCE said he thought it wasa matter of 


‘ persons are daily franked by those entitled to the 
‘ privilege; that under the pretence of exchange, edi- 
‘ tors often receive newspapers free of postage, for 


‘subscribers; that newspapers published in one | 


‘city, purport on their face to be published at sev- 
‘eral other cities at the same time, so that they 
‘may go free of postage within thirty miles of each 
‘place where they purport to be published; that 
‘ correspondence is often kept up between individ- 
‘uals through the medium of those entitled to the 
‘ privilege, and the letters so received not returned 
‘to the office to be charged as required by law. 

** The 28th section of the act of 1825 imposes a 
‘penalty of ten dollars on any person ‘ who shall 
‘ frank any letter or letters other than those written by 
‘ himself or by his order, on the business of his © ce.’ 
‘The 24th section of the same law imposes the 
‘same penalty on any person ‘who shall procure, 
‘ aid, advise, or assist,’ in such violation of the post 
‘oilice laws, and it is made the ‘ especial duty of 
* postmasters to prosecute for said offences.’ 

‘*It becomes my duty, theretore, to direct that 
‘in all cases where a letter is delivered at your 
‘ office having a frank on it, and is accompauied by 
‘such circumstances as clearly show that it is not 
‘the letter of the individual whose frank it bears, 
‘the frank is in effect a false certificate; that the 
‘same should be charged with postage, and the 
‘names of the parties thus violating the law, and 
‘ the witnesses by whom the offence can be proven, 
‘be reported to the district attorney for prosecu- 
* tion in the Federal courts. » 

‘Should postage be in any case erroneously 
‘charged, the same will be remitted at the office 

_* where received, upon the letter being opened, and 
‘proving to be the letter of a person entitled to 
‘ frank. 


| Sagainst these unlawful practices; ‘and w) 


_* to obtain evidence against the offender. 


Jan. 9, 
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‘* Newspapers sent to editors clearly jnte 
‘ for the benefit of subscribers should be 
‘ postage as if directed to the subscriber, 

‘**In all cases newspapers passing throyo 
‘ mails over thirty miles from the real place ¢ 
‘ lication should be charged with postage. 

** As itis made your especial duty, by ] 
‘ prosecute for such violations of the law, j 
‘ pected that you will watch with the utny 
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you have cause for suspicion, use all lawful mean. 
. ° ° ° Let ho 
‘ effort be remitted, let no dignity of station dete 
‘you; but, however exalted may be the rank of 
‘ the officer who shall violate the law, in the abuse 
‘ of the franking privilege, never fail to enforce th ‘ 
‘ penalty by legal process, and report each case to 
* the department.’ C. JOHNSON, © 
‘* Postmaster General.” 


And whereas it is manifestly unjust that thos. 
who exercise the franking privilege under the a 
visions of the act of the 3d of March, 1845, should 
stand accused generally and indiscriminately }, 
fore the public with the abuse of that priviles 
without having an opportunity of defending they. 
selves; therefore, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ofice 
and Post Roads inquire into the abuse (if ayy 
alluded to in the letter aforesaid of the Postmaster 
General, and report them to this House; and that 
the said committee be, and they are hereby, en)- 
powered to send for persons and papers for that 
purpose. And whereas it would appear by the Jet- 
ter of the Postmaster General aforesaid that he y- 
derstands the franking privilege of letiers to extend 
only to such letters as may be written by the indi- 
vidual entitled to exercise the said privilege , or by 
his order, on the business of his office: and wher:- 
as great doubt exists whether the Postmaster Ge- 
eral has given the law, as itnow stands, the proper 


| construction: 


Be it therefore further resolved, That the said ecow- 
mittee report to this House their opinion of the 
true construction of the 8th section of the act afore- 
said of the 3d of March, 1845, and particularly 
whether the same does not secure to the membeis 
and Clerk of this House, during the session of 
|Congress, and for a limited time thereafter, the 
right of franking and sending through the mail any 
letter, the weight of which does not exceed two 
| ounces, without reference to the official character 
of such letter. 


Objections were made. 

Mr. McHENRY called for the reading of the 
| letter; which was read. 
| And the question being about to be taken, 


/some importance that this resolution should be 
| adopted; he would therefore demand the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules; and tley 
| were ordered. 
Mr. G. W. JONES suggested that one of the 
select committees already had this subject under 
consideration. 


| The question was then taken, and resulted ss 
follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Baker, Bar- 
' ringer, Bayly, Bedinger, James Black, James A. 
| Black, Blanchard, Boyd, William G. Brown, Joha 
G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cocke, 
Cranston, Crozier, Cummins, Dargin, Garrett 
Davis, Jefferson Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, 
| Dromgoole, Edsall, J. H. Ewing, Fries, Garvin, 
| Gentry, Graham, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, 
'Hoge, Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel D. 
| Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Hunter, 
|| Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll , Jenkins, 
| Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel rs 
King, Thomas B. King, Leake, Lewis, Lev", 
| Long, Lumpkin, MeClean, MeCrate, McHenry, 
| Mellvaine, Marsh, Barclay Martin, Miller, Mort, 
'| Niven, Pendleton, Perrill, Pettit, Pollock, Price, 
Rathbun, Relfe, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rotk- 
well, Root, Schenck, Seaman, Alexander D. 51" 
| Leonard H. Simms, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
| Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, Stew: 
art, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin ‘I hompse", 
| James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurma®, 
Tilden, Treadway, Trumbo, Vance, Vinte" 


. 


| White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, 
‘| Woodworth, Wright, Yell, and Young—101. 

'| NAYS—Messrs. J.Q. Adams, Stephen — 
|, Anderson, Arnold, Benton, Biggs, Bowlin, Brink- 
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ahofl, Brodhead, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, | 
Clarke, Cobb, Colin, Cullom, Culver, Cunnin - 
ham, Daniel, Darragh, Dillingham, Erdman, E - 
win H. Ewing, Ficklin, Giles, Goodyear, Gor- 
don, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Harper, 
|. LE. Holmes, George S. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, James H. 
johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Preston 
Kin, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, Me- 
Gauzhey, McKay, Morse, Norris, Owen, Parish, 
Reid, Ritter, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Tho- 
mas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, St. John, 
Tibbatts, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, and 
Williams—62. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended, and the resolutions were 
not introduced. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call for 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS B. KING, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 

Villiam Fuller, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOSEPH JOHNSON, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, made a report upon the 

etition of the heirs of Larkin Smith, accompanied 

c a bill for their relief; which bill was rs first 
and second time, and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. HARALSON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Margaret C. Hanson, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made a report upon the memorial of John 
E. Holland, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read a first and second time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. GOODYEAR, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report upon the 
peution of John Martin; which was Isid upon the 
table. 

Mr. OWEN, from the Select Committee on the 
subject of the Smithsonian Institution, reported 
the following resolution; which was read and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the bill organizing a Smithsonian 
Institution, heretofore referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on that subject, be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a statement 
of the moneys appropriated for the contingent ex- 
penses of the military establishment for the year 
1545, in pursuance of the Sth section of the act of 
3d March, 1845. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on the Judi- 
cary, made a report upon the petition of the sure- 
ties of William Estis, accompanied,by a bill for his 
relief; which bill was read a first and second time, 


and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House to-morrow. 


PENSION BILL. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported a bill making appropriation for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of 
the United States for the year ending the 30th June, 
Is47; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to the Committee of the whole 
House on the state of the Union. 


NAVAL PENSIONS. 


Mr. McK AY, from the same committee, report- 
eda bill making appropriation for the payment of 
Navy pensions for the year ending the 30th June, 
1847; which bill was read a first and second time, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Samuel Smith and Jewett March, and that it be 
telerred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. M. L. MARTIN gave notice of a motion 
for leave to introduce a bill to enable the people of 
Visconsin to form a constitution and State Govern- 
Un and for the admission of such State into the 

on. 

Mr. LEAKE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Elbert 


THE CO 


V. Hungerford; which report was laid upon the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. GORDON, 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Hayne M. Salmon, of the city of New ork, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. HOGE 
asked, and obtained leave, and introduced a bill for 
the improvement of the Mississippi river; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. DARGIN 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to re- 
gulate writs of error and appeals from the district 
court of the United States tor the middle district of 
Alabama; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. ROBERTS 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill in re- 
gard to the railroad leading from Jackson, through 
Brandon, to the western boundary of Alabama; 
which was read a first and second tume, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. RATH- 
BUN asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
to regulate the time of holding the courts of the 
United States in the northern and southern districts 
of New York, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary. 


NATIONAL FOUNDRIES. 


In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. BROD- 
HEAD asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to provide for the establishment of national 
foundries; which bill was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Militia. 

Mr. SEAMAN gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce bills of the following tutles, viz: 

A bill for the relief of J. Chasseaud, American 
consul in Syria and Palestine. 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Berri and John 
W. Reese, of the city of New York. 

Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce bills of the following titles, viz : 

A bill making appropriation for the improvement 
of the harbor at the city of Cincinnati, and the con- 
struction of a channel-way between the same and 
the cities of Covington and Newport, to render the 
more accessible the military depot, and for the pro- 
tection of the public property at the latter place. 

A bill making an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a canal around the Falls of the Ohio river, 


| on the Indiana side, so as to have an ascending 


navigation on the one side, and a descending navi- 
gation on the other side of said falls, free from toll. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. WENT- 
WORTH asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill granting a quantity of land to the State of Illi- 
nois to aid in the completion of the Illinois and 
Michigan canal; which bill was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. HUB- 
BARD asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
authorizing the issue of scrip in exchange for rev- 
olutionary military land bounty warranis: which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. STAN- 
TON asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
to establish a port of entry at Memphis, in Tennes- 
see; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, by leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of making an appropriation to build a marine hos- 
pital on the site purchased by the Government for 
that purpose at Paducah, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. B., on leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post-road from Smith- 


land via Burton, to Mayfield, in the State of Ken- | 


tucky. 


Bills and resolution from the Senate of the fol- 


lowing titles, viz: 


An act to provide for raising a regiment of | 
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mounted riflemen, and for establishing military ata- 
tions on the route to Oregon; 

An act for the relief of James Bogardus ; and 

Resolution, regulating the printing of Congress 
and establishing the compensation of the same ; all 
which said bills were severally read twice and ap- 
propriately referred. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. JAMES 
B. HUNT asked, obtained leave, and introduced 
a bill, to apply certain alternate sections of the pub- 
lic domain towards the completion of certain works 
of internal improvement in the State of Miclngan, 
and for other purposes; which bill was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. . 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. FICKLIN 
asked,- obtained leave, and introduced a bill te 
grant to the States of Indiana and Ilinois a portion 
of the unsold lands in the Vincennes, Palestine, 
and Shawneetown land districts, for the completion 
of the national thoroughfare connecting Lake Erie 
with the Ohio river, by the improvement of the 
navigation of the Wabash; which bill was read a 
first and second time, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union. 

On motion of Mr. LUMPKIN, by leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of in- 
creasing the salaries of the Djstrict Attorney and 
Marshal of the United States for the district of 
Georgia; and that they report to this TLouse by 
bill or otherwise. 





NAVAL DEPOT ON LAKE ERIE. 

On motion of Mr. BRINK ERHOFPF, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a naval depot on Lake Erie. 

Mr. LAWRENCE gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill further to amend an act 
supplementary to an act entuled “ An act to fix 
‘the value of certain foreign moneys of account in 
‘computation at the custom-house.” 

Mr. BOWLIN gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill granting certain alternate sec- 
tions of land, in and near the New Madrid and St. 
[‘rangois river swamps, for the purpose of reclaim- 
ing said lands, and increasing the value of the pub- 
lic land in the vicinity thereof. 

Mr. COCKE gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of John Lawson, deceased. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. CULVER gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill for the prospective abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

NAVAL DEPOT AT CHICAGO. 

Mr. DOUGLASS gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill to establish a naval depét at Chicago on 
lake Michigan; 

A bill to improve the navigation of the Llinois 
river, with a view to a ship-canal between the Mis- 
sissippi and the northern lakes. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. YELL gave notice of a motion for leave to 
introduce a bill to change the manner of sale of 
the public lands. 

In pursuance of notice, Mr. KENNEDY asked, 
obtained leave, and introduced a bill to attach to 
the Fort Wayne land district certain tracts of land 
lying within the limits of that district which are 
not now attached to any land district; which bill 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public lands. 

In pursuance to previous notice, Mr. ROBERT 
SMITH asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to create the city of Alton a port of delivery; 
which bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


MINERAL LANDS. 


In pursuance of frevious notice, Mr. HOGE 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a joint reso- 
Jution in relation to mineral lands, which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. McCLEL- 
LAND asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
for the relief of Jeremiah Moors; which bill was 
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Committee of Claims. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. JAMES B. 
HUNT asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to change the mode of selecting certain school 
lands; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. MORGAN 
L. MARTIN asked, obtained leave, and introduced 
a bill to provide for continuing certain = works 
in the Territory of Wisconsin; which bill was read 
a first and second time, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. DAR- 
RAC a asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
authorizing the payment to the judges of district 
courts for the eastern and western districts of Penn- 
sylvania, and the district of New Jersey, the salary 
which has accrued to the circuit judges of the 
United States for the district of Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, since the death of said circuit judge; 
which bill was read a first and second tume, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Oa motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be, 
and is hereby, instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of extending the port of New Orleans to the 
upper limits of the city of Lafayette. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. GENTRY 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill pro- 
viding for a survey to ascertain the proper location 
and cost of constructing a railroad from Chatta- 
nooga to Nashville; which bill was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. JOHN A. 
ROCKWELL asked, obtained leave, and intro- 
duced a bill to appropriate an additional section in 
each township of the public lands of the United 
States, in support of common schools; which bill 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. TIB- 
BATTS asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill to authorize the purchase of the residue of the 
stock held by individual stockholders in the Louis- 
ville and Portland Canal Company, and the Louis- 
ville Dry Dock Company, and to make the navi- 
gation of said canal free from toll; which bill was 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

In pursuance of notice, Mr. McGAUGHEY 
asked, obtained leave, and introduced a bill to con- 
firm to the State of Indiana certain lands for the 
continuation of the Wabash and Erie canal, and 
for other purposes; which bill was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Cana!s. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
The committees having been called through— 


Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, and in pursu- 
ance of notice heretofore given, iaieiad a bill 
to cede the public lands within the limits of the 
new States to the States in which they lie, on cer- 
tain conditions; read twiee, and referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. HOGE asked leave to introduce a bill. 

Ovjection was made. 

The SPEAKER said that the business first in 
order during the unfinished portion of the morning 
hour would be, the resolution in relation to the 
printing of Captain Fremont’s report. 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked leave to introduce a 
bill. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. HOGE announced his motion of leave fora 
similar purpose. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. T. B. KING asked leave to introduce a me- 
morial from the Chamber of Commerce of the city 
of Savannah. 

Objections were made. 


for half an hour, to admit of the introduction of 
bills, of which notice had heretofore been given, 
and which should not give rise to debate. 


Several members suggested that the motion | 


should be so modified as to include resolutions. 
And two-thirds voting in the affirmative— 


The original motion, without the modification, 


was agreed to. 
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duced by special permission. 
except such as gave rise to other than the ordinar 


_ motions, will be found among the general busi- || 
ness. ] 


THE TARIFF. 
Mr. McCONNELL rose and said that he gave 


notice that he would to-morrow, or on some subse- | 


uent day, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal 
the tariff act of 1842, with all its iniquities. 


THE CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. C. B. SMITH, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to provide for the completion of the Cumberland 
road in the State of Indiana, and to surrender the 
same to the State. 

Mr. McCONNELL moved that the bill be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH moved that it be referred to 
the Committee on Reads and Canals. 

Mr. STEWART asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. McCONNELL withdrew his motion. 

And then the bill was referred to the Committee 


' on Roads and Canals. 


SINGLE DISTRICT SYSTEM. 


Mr. NORRIS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to intiodlnce a bill to re- 
peal the second section of the act approved June 
25, 1842, entitled ** An act for the apportionment 
‘of representatives among the several States ac- 
‘cording to the sixth census.” 


bill. 
And it was read. 


Mr. McCONNELL moved that the bill be laid 
under the table. 


The SPEAKER said that the motion was not in 


order. 

Mr. McCONNELL th 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER s: 

Mr. McCONNEL 
remark— 

When the SPEAKER ee said that 


debate could not be enterttined. 


« on was in order. 
proceeding to make a 


Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON submitted to his col- | 


league [Mr. McConne vt] that it would be best to 
give the ordinary reference to the bill, and not to 
dispose of it in this summary way. 

fter a brief conversation, the question on the 
motion of Mr. McConneiui was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative. 


So the House decided that the bill should not be 


laid on the table. 
And it was then referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF OREGON. 


Mr. BOWLIN, in pursuance of previous notice, | 


asked and obtained leave to \introduce a bill to or- 
ganize a Territorial Government in the Territory of 
Oregon, and for other purposes. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. BOWLIN moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DOUGLASS suggested its commitment to 


the Committee on the Territories; for the reason, | 
he said, that the committee had the subject of a 


Territorial Government before them, and that it 
was their intention very shortly to report a bill. 

Mr. BOWLIN said he would not object. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the bill; 
which was ordered. 

And the Clerk proceeded to read it; when 


Mr. BOWLIN suggested that the bill was identi- | 


cal with that which had passed the House at the last 


session, excepting only one or two slight amend- | 


ments. 
Mr. ADAMS withdrew his demand. 


And the bill was referred to the Committee on | 
| the Territories. 


Mr. HOGE moved that the rules be suspended H 


PUBLIC EXECUTIONS AND CUSTOM-HOUSE 
OATHS. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked leave to give no- 
tice of a bill. 
No objection being made, the notice was given; 


but had not been read, when 
Mr. ADAMS suggested to the Chair that the no- 


entered on the Journal. 


Mr. McCONNELL called for the reading of the | 


~oved that the bill be | 


| As it may involve two of the 


| every man—eve 


tice should be read, so that the House might know | he may dwell. 


iven, were intro- || what the bill was. For otherwise, it was no notice 
ll these matters, || at all. 


The SPEAKER said these notices we 


re always 


Mr. ADAMS repeated his request that the no. 


|| tice might be read. If not read, it was no notice 

_at all; and the members of the House could know 
/ nothing about the matter until some days after. 
| wards, when the bill might be introduced 


The notice was then read as a notice of two | 


a ills: 
A bill for the abolition of custom-house or ¢ e 


ther 


| oaths extra-judicially administered under the ay. 
_ thority and laws of the United States; 


Also, a bill to prohibit the public execution of 
criminals under the laws of the United States. 
Ordered to be entered on the Journal. 


Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL asked leave to offer 


' a resolution. 


Objections were made. 

Mr. GROVER moved (the half-hour havins 
almost, but not altogether, then expired) that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The vote stood—ayes 78, noes 84. 

So the motion was rejected. 

And, after the transaction of some further busi- 
ness, which will be found amongst the general 
details, 

The SPEAKER ennounced the expiration of 


| the half-hour. 


Mr. McCONNELL moved further to suspend 
the rule, for the purpose of proceeding with the 
particular class of business for the introduction 
of which the half-hour had been allowed. 

Mr. COBB moved that the House resolve itself 


| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

The affirmative vote was 88. 

Tellers were demanded, and ordered. 

Mr. COBB suggested that, as the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Gites,] who held the floor, 
would not be here to-morrow, it was a matter of 
courtesy to him to give him an opportunity to 
make his remarks to-day. 

The vote was then again taken, and the ayes 
were 95. ; 

The noes gave itup. And so the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ASHMUN (too late) made an inquiry as to 
the claim of the private calendar to precedence this 


| day. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 
Mr. McCONNELL rose and said he desired to 


give notice that he would to-morrow, or on some 
future day, ask leave to introduce a bill giving to 
every white man one hundred and sixty acres of 
ground, provided he would work it. 


OREGON. 


The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Tis- 
batts of Kentucky in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of ‘* The joint resolution of notice to 
‘Great Britain to annul and abrogate the conven- 


tion between Great Britain and the United States, 
‘of August 6, 1827, relative to the country on the 
Northwest coast of America westward of the 
_ ‘Stony mountains, commonly called Oregon.” 


Mr. GILES, who was entitled to the floor, rose 
and said: 


Mr. Cuairman: There are some questions whose 
importance and whose greatness are such as to 


_ swallow up for a time all others, to chain the minds 
| of men to their consideration, and to compel them 
to yield their undivided attention. Of such a char- 


acter is the subject which we are now discussing. 
Its importance is coextensive with the American 

continent, and lasting as the American name. Its 

interest is felt, and its decision anxiously looked 


for, upon every spot where live the principles of 
| American roe 


The merchant in his counting- 
house—the mechanic at his daily toil—the farmer 


| as he tends the field of promise—the hunter as he 


resses over the boundless prairie—even the travel- 
ler as he pursues his solitary way by the banks of 
the Columbia—feels its interest and looks anxiously 

for our decision. 
further. As it re- 


But, sir, its importance b 
lates to peace or war, it affects all Christendom. 
test commercl 


nations on the earth in war, it interests and affects 
civilized man—on whatever spot 
o-day, sir, our commerce whitens 





co; 
at 





every sea. The industry and the enterprise of our | 


»men have been made known in every part 
aa abitable globe. Our Christian philanth 


the centre of the great continent of Asia, in the isles 
of the Pacific, 


humanity to man.”? Am in error, then, in say- 


ing that this question interests every civilized man? || 
Oris it strange that an interest should be excited || 


in this Hall which betokens the greatness and im- 
portance of the subject, and that even beauty should 
forsake for a season her gay and flowery walks to 
smile upon our deliberations ? 


ropy | 
has planted the institutions of redeeming mercy in | 


tions, Which sweeps away all party lines, and | 
shows us that upon all great questions of foreign | 


policy we are, as a people, one in sentiment, as we 
are in history, and shall be one in destiny. I be- 
lieve that when this great question comes up for 
fnal action, this House will be found, as the Amer- 
ican people will be found, unanimous in the pur- 


suit of such measures as may be deemed necessary | 


to meet the exigencies of the occasion. 

However we may differ as to the initiatory steps 
proper for the assertion of our title, (and these are 
points on which I know there are honest differences 
of opinion amongst men of all parties,) yet, when 
no other resource is left—when all negotiations 
faii—when all hope of settling the matter by treaty 
shall have passed away, and men come to consider 
what course we ought to take for the maintenance 
of that title, they will throw off the faded livery 
of party and put on the uniform of our common 
country. 

Sir, the debate which we have had in this Fall has 
been gratifying to ae American heart. There 
was only one portion of the argument which I re- 
eretted. I did deeply regret that the honorable 
centleman from Ohio, [Mr. Grppines,] who first 
addressed the committee, should have permitted 
himself to turn aside from this lofty theme, and 
hurl a shaft at one of the institutions of the coun- 
try. But, sir, during this debate we have heard a 
voice, I might almost say, from the past. The 
venerable gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ap- 
ams| has spoken out; and I for one rejoiced to see 
that, although his locks are bleached with the 
frosts of more than seventy winters, yet that the 
fires of patriotism still burn brightly on that an- 
cient altar. 

Mr. Chairman, I was one of those who were in 
favor of postponing the discussion of this great 
question, as proposed by the honorable chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, [Mr. C. J. 


' can longer be maintained ? 
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“* the plumed troop, the Lig wars, the shrill trump, 








| the spirit-stirring drum, the ear-piercing fife, and 


all the pride, pomp, and circumstance ot glorious 
war;’’) but, if it comes, it will do one thing for us 


| that has not yet been mentioned: it will free us 
and even on the dark and dreary | 
coast of western Africa, so cursed ‘* by man’s in- | 


forever from the looms of Manchester and the 
workshops of Birmingham. It will emancipate 
us forever from the manufactures of Great Britain. 
She will lose one of her best customers; and that I 
believe to have been one of the great prevailing con- 


' . . ° . 
| siderations which have hitherto held her in peaceful 


| relations with us. 


Ixcersotu.] I wished to see what would be the || 
eflect in England of the present aspect of the ques- || 
tion, as it is presented in the late correspondence, | 


which has brought from the archives of diplomacy, 
into the full light of day, the fulness and clearness 


|| pose of settlement. 
| tain their titles to the soil? The treaty says that | 


of our title—a correspondence which will add to | 
the heretofore wide-spread fame of the Secretary | 


of State; a fame whose laurels time, which cor- 


rodes and destroys so much of human achieve- | : 
heaven and earth; but a greater miracle will be 
| seen, if this matter of title to the sovereignty of 


ment, will, year after year, only freshen and re- 
new. After that correspondence, if we must go 


into this contest, we shall feel the full force of the 
senument— 


“Thrice is he armed who hath his quarrel just.’’ 


If this contest is to come—for we are not per- 
mitted to lift the veil of futurity, and see what is 


_ ly and sincerely hope. 


in reserve for us—humanity will weep; the angel | 


of peace will unfurl his fairy wing, and take his 
eagle-flight to the sky. It will be a contest that 


will not only sweep from the ocean a vast portion | 


operations of the day, and, as I believe, arrest the 
march of civilization for more than half a century. 
It was for considerations such as these that I was 


lf 
i 


|| on the shores of the Pacific. 


anxious to pause, that we might see whether our | 


©pponents would plant themselves directly in the | 


face of the President’s Message, of our title and 


cided otherwise. We are here discussing this great 


uestion, and in a few days we must vote upon it. | 


shall now, therefore, briefly and plainly give to 
the committee the reasons which have operated on 


my mind, and which will induce me to vote for the || 


resolution which the chairman of the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs submitted. 
Much 


conflict between Great Britain and this country. If 


as been said about the consequences of a 


| one, of whom I have any information! 


‘tcomes, (and I, for one, covet not for my country, | 


Mr. Chairman, after the most careful considera- 


| tion which | have been able to give to this question, 
It is a question which outrides all party distinc- |, 


I conscientiously believe that, if war is to come, it 
will come whether you give this notice or not. | 
believe that we have now reached a point in the 
history of the Oregon Territory which will no longer 
admit of this joint occupation. I should like to 
know from British statesmen how long this chry- 
salis state of civilization—this inchoate system of 
Government—is, in this state of things, to last. It 
was very well in 1818—it was well in 1827—when 
this great country was used only as a place to 
receive from the Indian tribes the furs they col- 
lected, and as a place at which our whalemen and 
other ships might water. It was very well whilst 
Great Britain and ourselves merely used the terri- 
tory for the purposes of commerce, without refer- 
ence to actual settlement. But, sir, in pursuance, 
1 suppose, of that destiny to which my eloquent 
friend from Indiana referred the other day, whose 
onward progress we cannot resist, our people rap- 
idly have passed to Oregon, not for the purpose 
of commerce, not to obtain the furs of that vast 
country, but to settle, to build houses, and to 
till the soil. In this state of things, look for a 
moment at the condition of Oregon. Our citizens 
are now there without a government, and without 
rotection from the country. They are entitled to 
oth. Refuse to pass a bill to provide that gov- 
ernment and to give that protection, and what 
condition are youin? Why, if a British subject 
assaults and beats an American citizen, by whom, 
under the present system, (which some gentlemen 
wish to continue,) is he to be tried? By your 
American judiciary? 
If there is no British court near, then he is sent to 
some distant establishment of the Hudson Bay 
Company. Can any man believe that, looking to 
this conflict of jurisdiction, if it is continued, peace 
Daily and hourly must 
be the conflict. An American citizen is indebted 
toa citizen of Great Britain. Where is he to be 
sued? In an American court. Ifa British subject 
is indebted, he must be sued in a British court. 
But the absurdity of the thing does not stop here. 
Our citizens have gone to that territory for i 
From whom are they to ob- 


the sovereignty is in abeyance. I appeal to the 


good sense of gentlemen to say, whether it can | 


longer be left so? It has been said by travellers, 
that the coffin of Mahomet is suspended between 


this soil can longer be kept inabeyance. Whether 
you give the notice or abstain from giving it, a 
conflict must come, unless this matter is arranged 
by treaty. That it may be so arranged, I fervent- 


retard a settlement by treaty. 
notice, because we are bound to protect our citizens 


| who have gone to that country upon the faith of | 


! | that title which we have again and again asserted. 
of commerce, but will retard the great benevolent | 


defend our citizens, who have planted our banner 


But I am in favor of it for another reason. 
the northern bank of the Columbia river? Not 


the reason? 
tablished there a regular system of government— 


arrange matters that no American citizen shall 
make a permanent settlement on the northern side 


of that river. , They have not, as I am aware, ine | 


No; but by a British court. | 


re pur- | 


I do not see that the giving | 
this notice can, in any manner, either advance or | 
I am for giving the | 


2 || What has it always been? 
I am in favor of giving it, because we must follow | 
it up by provision for a government to protect and | 


How | 
many citizens, to-day, of the United States, are on | 


What is | 
The British Government has now es- || 
tent with the joint ocrupancy. 
| the Hudson Bay Company, with their forts-erect- | 
| ed on the northern side of the Columbia, who so | 


173 


|| fringed the treaty; but with their great power and 


wealth, and looking to the secrecy with which that 
company operates over the whole North American 
continent, they have brought other means to bear 
than that of torce, to turn the emigrauion from the 
United States south of the Columbia river. I will 
read an extract from a work which describes this 
organization. I quote from Greenhow : 

‘*In addition to the assistance and protection 
‘thus received from the Pritish Government, the 
‘constitution of the Hudson Bay Company is such 


| £as to secure the utmost degree of knowledge and 


* prudence in its councils, and of readiness and ex- 
‘ actness in the execution of its orders. Its affairs 
‘are superintended by a Governor, a Deputy Gov- 
‘ernor, and a Committee of Directors, established 
‘at London, by whom all general orders and regu- 
‘lations are devised and issued, and all reports and 
‘accounts are examined and controlled, The pro- 
‘ceedings of this body are enveloped ift profound 
‘secrecy, and the communications made to the 
‘Government in writing, which are likely to be 
‘ published, are expressed in terms of studied cau- 
‘tion, and aflord only the details absolutely re- 
* quired.”’ ; , 

Here, then, (continued Mr. G.,) is a perfect or- 
ganization—an established Government operating 
in favor of British subjects on the northern bank of 
the Columbia. 

lam in tavor of giving the notice for another and 
yet stronger reason. ‘This matter has been again 
opened by negotiation. The American Govern- 
ment, in that spirit of liberality which has ever 
characterized its intercourse with foreign nations, 
has again, and for the fourth time, made the most 
liberal offers fora settlement of the controversy by 
compromise. The American Government hes again 

rroposed to divide this territory by the 49th paral- 
el of latitude, which, in reference to the extent of 
territory on the northern and southern side, is a 
most liberal offer of compromise, and will be so 
pronounced by the diplomatists of Europe. It 
gives England nearly one-half of that magnificent 
territory. Did not the ofler go even further than 
that? Let me read an extract from the letter of 
the Secretary of State of the 12th of July, to the 
British Minister. 

Mr. Buchanan says: 

‘* He [the President] has therefore instructed the 
‘undersigned again to propose to the Government 
‘of Great Britain that the Oregon Territory shall 
‘ be divided between the two countries by the 49th 
‘parallel of north latitude, from the Rocky moun- 


‘tains to the Pacific ocean.’’ 


That (said Mr. G.) was a most liberal offer, but 
it did not stop there. It further says: 

‘* Offering, at the same time, to make free to 
‘Great Britain any port or ports on Vancouver's 
‘Island, south of this parallel, which the British 
* Government may desire.”’ 

Can there (said Mr. G.) be a more liberal pro- 
position than that which our Government thus sub- 
mitted? 

Why, sir, if one were unacquainted with the 
history of Great Britain, he would be struck with 
amazement that such a proposition should be re- 
jected. But when we trace her history from the 


|| day that the Norman conqueror planted his own 
|| heel upon that sea-girt isle, down the stream of 


time until the day that she chained her honor to 
the rock at St. Helena with its royal captive, when 
has Great Britain ever abandoned any claim of 
territory she has made, except she has obtained 
the lion’s share by treaty, or has first tried the 
wager of battle? What is her proposition now? 
‘*Give me the north: 
‘of the Columbia river. Give me two-thirds of 
‘ this territory, to which I acknowledge I have no 


| ‘claim; give me more than two-thirds of that ter- 
I am in favor of ter- || 
minating this joint occupancy, because we cannot | 
give an efficient government and a proper protec- 

| tion to our citizens whilst it remains. 
of the correspondence. But the House has de- | 


‘ritory, in which I have never claimed the sover- 
‘ eignty of the soil!”” Now, sir, however we differ 
upon her offer, or her acceptance of the parallel 
of forty-nine degrees, I do not believe that, from 
Nova Scotia to Texas—from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific—there breathes a single man this day who 
will ever permit Great Britain to come south of 
the forty-ninth parallel. 

Mr. Cneirminns Great Britain is perfectly con- 
It effects all her 
objects; and she is willing to trust to time to give 
her all she wants. It gives her, Mr. Chairman, 
all she ever asked or contended for, as I shall 
show. The joint occupancy is all she ever asked 
or contended for. Now, what is the-basis of her 
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title? Why, sir, in the negotiation at London be- 
tween Mr. Gallatin and the British Plenipotentia- 
ries, in 1827, what was the claim then advanced 
by Great Britain? Did she dream at that day of 
claiming the sovereignty of title to any part of the 
soil of Oregon? Let us hear her own Plenipoten- 
tiary. In his protocol he holds this language: 

‘* Great Britain claims no exclusive sovereignty over 
‘ any portion of that territory. Her present claim, 
‘ not in respect to any part, but to the whole, is lim- 


‘ jted to a right of joint oceupancy, in common with | 


‘ other States, leaving the right of exclusive domi- 
*nion in abeyance nm 

‘There is where she wants to leave itnow. Why, 
sir? Why? Because she has no title beyond that. 
She never asked for anything but the joint occu- 
paney. Well, upon what has she founded this 
claim? Why, at the close of this protocol she 
holds this language: 

** Such Being the result of the recent negotiation, 
it only remains for Great Britain to maintain and 
uphold the qualified rights which she now pos- 
sesses over the whole of the territory in question. 
‘These rights are recorded and defined in the con- 
* vention of Nootka. ‘They embrace the right to 
navigate the waters of those countries, the right 
to setile in and over any part ef them, and the 
richt freely to trade with the inhabitants and oc- 
cupiers of the same.’ 

She claimed, then, no sovereignty, no title to the 
soil, but a richt in that territory merely for the 
usual purp wes of Commerce—a right there to pur- 
sue her commercial operations, founded upon the 
treaty of Nootka Sound. 

Well now, sir, that was her claim in 1827. That 
was the opinion of her Minister of her claim. Was 
it correct, or was it not?) Can any man believe, if 
at that day she believed herself to poss ss any utle 
to the soil of Oregon, it would not have been em- 
braced in the protocol of her Plenipotentiary? She 
founded her claim upon the Nootka Sound treaty. 
Now, this protocol gives you the opinion of her 
Minister in 1827, that that treaty gave her no right 
to the soil—that it gave her but ¢ qualified” right. 
Was it in existence in 1827? Out of what did it 
There is something about the history of 
that treaty which speaks a lesson as to the foreign 
policy of Great Britain. Why, sir, in 1790, the 
King of Great Britain made a communication to 
his Parliament, that two British vessels had been 
seized by the Spanish Governor upon the North- 
western coast of America. Now, I ask gentlemen 
to look at the communication made to the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain upon the 5th day of May, 
1790, and which was the commencement of the 
Nootka Sound difficulty. Does any gentleman 
suppose, if Great Britain at that day believed she 
had any claim to the soil, that when her King was 
speaking to his own Parliament he would not have 
alluded to it? That when he was calling down 
attention to an outrage committed on a portion of 
the citizens of his kingdom, he would not have 
spoken of it as being committed in a country over 
which he claimed the sovereignty, or in which he 
claimed the right of soil? But we hear not one 
word of this. He speaks of the injury to the ves- 
sels; but in the whole communication there is not 
one word that upon the soil of the country Great 
Britain had any claim. He does not speak of the 
loss of lands. No, sir. He does not speak of the 
destruction of houses; but he complains of the 
capture of two ships and their cargoes. Well, 
Spain took great pains to clear up this matter. She 
behaved in a liberal and noble way; and she ad- 
dressed a memorial to the courts of Europe in 
justification of her conduct, in which she holds this 
angvuage : 

‘* The high and menacing tone and manner in 
which the answer of the British Minister was 
couched, at a time when no certain information 
of the particulars had arrived, made the Spanish 
cabinet entertain some suspicions that it was made 
not so much for the purpose of the dispute in 
question as a pretext to break entirely with our 
court; for which reason it was thought necessary 
to take some precautions relative to the sub- 
ject.” 

Well, sir, when affidavits came to be made in 
London to bring this claim properly before Parlia- 
ment, the word ** Jands’’ is for the first time intro- 
duced, ‘The Spanish Government took great pains; 
i obtained certificates of two American captains 
who were there at the time, not only giving the 
details of all the transactions, but to them is pro- 
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er the question, whether any buildings or 
ands were owned by Captain Meares, who was | 
the complainant. Now, what did they say? Here | 
is what they say. {Mr. G. read an extract (which | 
the reporter has unfortunately mislaid) from the 
certificates to which he had referred, in which no 
claim was made or alluded to for anything other 
than the vessels and their cargoes.] ‘They had no | 
land, nor any title to the soil. And yet you find, 
when the Nootka Sound treaty came to be made— 
made, no doubt, under the menace of a British || 
fleet—that the word ‘ lands”’ is introduced. But, | 
taking that treaty—the whole and entire treaty | 
together—it gives nothing, as I have said before, to | 
the British Government but what her Minister in | 
1827 termed ‘* qualified rights.’’ Well now, sir, 
here is a view that has struck my mind, indepen- 
dent of the argument which is put forward by the | 
Secretary of State, that this treaty was entirely ab- | 
rogated by the war which ensued between Spain 
and Great Britain. But there is another argument, 
and it is this: that any grant from any Power to 
another, of a qualified right of that kind, must be 
taken to continue only so long as that qualified 
right can be fairly exercised in reference to the pro- 
gress and settlement of the country. Spain never 
could have intended, and never did intend, to give 
to Great Britain, by that treaty, the right, if she 
should hereafter settle and cultivate that country, | 
to any portion of its sovereignty. It was a right 
to trade on an uncivilized coast—a right for pro- | 
tection for her ships in storms—a right only which | 
could be exercised without injury to Spain, while | 
Spain had not yet settled upon the territory, but | 
which could not be considered to extend beyond 
the period when Spain, or any other Power to 
whom she should transfer her sovereignty, should 
settle and cultivate that soil. So I read that treaty, 
sir. It is temporary from the very nature of things, 
and must have been intended to be ended when the 
state of the country had become entirely changed 
from what it was when the treaty was made. 
Now, upon that treaty of Nootka Sound Great 
Britain plants herself, not claiming, as I said be- 
fore, the sovereignty to one foot of the soil, but 
merely the right jointly to occupy it for the pur- 
poses of trade. 

Mr. Chairman, in 1818, when the convention of 
that day was made, joint occupancy suited both 
the high contracting parties. In 1818, no citizen of 
the United States, except possibly those connected 
with the fur trade at Astoria, had become an in- | 
habitant of that territory. Great Britain and the 
United States looked to its use merely as a place | 
for carrying on the fur trade, and possibly as a 
place for watering their ships engaged in the whale 
fishery in the Pacific. Joint occupancy, then, 
was all that the United States anal: joint oceu- 
paney was then, and is now, all that Great Britain 
wants. In 1727, things remained in the same con- | 
dition; and that which was but temporary by its | 
own limitation, was made to continue during the | 
pleasure of both parties. But what does it bear on | 
its face? Why, it bears on its face the opinion of | 
both the high contracting parties, that a period | 
would come when this joint occupancy would no 
longer be advisable. It reserves the right for either 
party to terminate this joint occupancy upon twelve | 
months’ notice. They looked then, as they did in 
1818, when they made this convenuon temporarily 
—they looked to the fact that the day would come 
when this joint occupancy would no longer exist. 
Now, I may be in error—we are all liable to error— 
but I think, sir, that thatday hasarrived. Now, | 
as I said before, upon this subject we differ upon 
this initiatory step towards the assertion of our 
title. And I regret, Mr. Chairman, exceed- 
ingly, that [ differ in opinion with a distinguished 
statesman in the other end of this Capitol, whose 
yurity of life and comprehensiveness of intellect 
1ave marked him as one of the master-spirits of 
the age, and who has shed a halo around the Amer- 
ican name—a man to whom the American people 
can point as the living model of what an American 
statesman should be. But we have all our individ- | 
ual responsibility. We are all bound to bring to 
the consideration of this question the best intelli- 
gence which nature and education have brought 
within our reach, and to follow out, after patient | 
and retired study, the dictates of our own judg- 
ments, 
cessation of this joint occupancy. 
ment has thought so too. She has again held out 
the olive-branch of peace to the Government across ' 
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|| * magnificent territory. 


| * pancy. 


Jan. 9, 
the water. She has again said to her opponent jy 
this question, ‘ although we believe our title ol... 
‘ to the whole of this territory, yet we will, for the 
* fourth time, offer to divide it with you by a ar 
‘ allel of latitude which is the same that little an 
‘ territory from the Lake of the Woods to the W; Ste 
‘ern mountains. We will extend this parallel to the 
‘ Pacfic ocean, and give you nearly one-half of this 

We will give j . 
‘too, when you never claimed the sov 


‘ the soil, but claimed merely its tempx 
99 





Clear 


it to Vou, 
ereionty of 
‘ . rary oer u- 
Sir, I believe that the rejection of that 
otfer by the British Minister was rash and impoli- 
tic; and, I believe, over it humanity will wee p 

Sir, the gentleman from Indiana who addrye anol 
the committee a day or two ago, asked where was 
the power of Congress, under the Constitution, to 
pass this resolution. I point him to section third 
article fourth, of the Constitution, which ; 
thus: . 

** The Congress shall have power to dispose of, 
‘and make all needful rules and regulations aah 
‘ specting the territory or other property belongins 
‘to the United States.”’ y i 

Now, here is a power given in the Constitution 
to pass all rules and regulations respecting our ter- 
ritory. O, but, says the gentleman, it belongs to 
the treaty-making power. But no conflict cay 
ever come between Congress and the treaty-makiny 
power on a question of this kind to which Con- 
gressagrees ‘To whom is the power given under 
this resolution? To the House of Representatives, 
the President, and the Senate. Who is the treaty- 
making power? The President and Senate. What- 
ever, then, Congress approves, the treaty-making 
power will sanction. There can be no conflict be- 
tween them. There is the treaty-making power, 

The honorable gentleman from Alabama, | Mr, 
Yancey,] to whose remarks I listened with so 
much delight—it was the glowing eloquence of 
the sunny South—asked what the late war had 
achieved? Sir, that war was not a war for terri- 
tory; it was a war for the freedom of the sea. 
Great Britain had claimed supremacy upon the 
sea, and her poet had boastingly said of her— 


reads 


“ Britannia needs no bulwark, 
No towers along the steep; 
Her march is o’er the mountain wave, 
Her home is on the deep,” 


We met her on that element; and again and agai 
and again was the red cross of St. George struck 
before that starry banner around which cluster the 
gushing affections of our hearts. Yes, sir; upon it, 
before we entered that struggle, we inscribed ‘* Free 
Trade and Sailors’ Rights.’’ They were gloriously, 
nobly maintained; and, at the treaty of Ghent— 
over which was placed, as one of its ministering 
spirits, the venerable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams]—the American eagle flapped 
its wings triumphantly over the crouching lion. 

Mr. Chairman, much has been said of what tie 
West will do in case of a contest. I hope, | fer- 
vently hope, that this contest may not come; but 
if we are to have it—if we are to have the baitle of 
the warrior, ‘‘ with confused noise, and garments 
rolled in blood”—I tell my friends from the rich 
and ¢" rious West, that those I have the honor to 
represent will not be found last when the muster- 
roll calls. Sir, the patriotism and the valor of my 
constituents need no eulogium from me. They 


| have been written on the field of battle with the 


heart’s blood of the proud invader; and the same 
valor and same patriotism which, more than thirty 
years ago, impelled them to throw themselves be- 
tween their own loved homes and the warriors 


| desolation—which led them to encounter the vet- 


erans of Wellington, flushed with the victories 0! 
the Peninsula—animates their bosoms, and will 
/ again nerve their arms. 


Sir, in our infant struc- 


gle for liberty, in the army which carried us 8° 


successfully through that trying crisis, there was 
one division whose name has become an epitaph 
of glory. Itwas the Maryland line—* first in the 
fight, and last in the retreat.” Although Howard, 
of Eutaw, and the gallant Smith, now sleep beneath 


| the soi’ -f that country which their efforts aided to 
| redeen: ‘rom a foreign bondage, their spirit walks 


} 

I believe, sir, the day has come for the | 

Your Govern- | 4 
| Western Empire. Our light has become so brig 


abroad. } 
Mr. Chairman, I believe if this contest 1s 
come, it will not be for a few miles of territory. It 
will be a strife between the monarchical principles 
of the Old World and the rising greatness of the 


as to be flashed across the ocean, and to light up 
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the dark places of Europe. Our glorious republi- | 


can institutions have engendered a jealousy beyond 
the waters; and if the contest comes, it will be an 
effort to break down the resources, and to — 
the energies, of this mighty nation. Sir, if this 


contest comes, I look down the distant future, and | 


| see no speck of cloud upon our political horizon: 
no shade of doubt crosses my mind as to the final 
issue of that conflict; for 
« Freedom’s battle, once begun, 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son, 
Though baffled oft, is ever won ” 

Mr. LEVIN here obtained the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to show our claim to the whole of the Ore- 
son Territory. He quoted the Message of Mr. 
Monroe, denying the right of foreign powers to 
colonize any portion of the continent of North 
America. He founded this principle of inherent 
right upon the genius of American institutions, 
which permits not the proximity of monarchies 
ynon our soil—on the laws of God, which have 
yen the earth to man as his habitation, and told 
him that the boundaries of a country terminate 
only where oceans intervene, and contiguity is ob- 
structed by some formidable obstacle. He pointed 
to the possessions of England, which were obtained 
by physical force, and not by justice of claim, de- 
rived from treaty, cultivation, or occupation. On 
our part (said Mr. L.) we start with the natural 
foundation of all legitimate claims to national ter- 
ritory, and if that principle pushes our adversary 
from every foot of American soil, it is a conse- 
quence to be neither feared nor regretted. ‘The 
position here laid down, was happily illustrated 
by allusions to Louisiana, Florida, and Texas. In 
introducing an allusion to the annexation of 'Tex- 
as, however, Mr. L. hoped he would not be mis- 
understood. 
for the annexation of Texas as a State, though 
willing to see her annexed as a Territory of the 
nited States; and when I recorded my vote on 
that question, I fixed my eye upon the probable 
day when Canada would point to the precedent 
vou have established, and ask for a representation 
on this floor—a representation from the most in- 
veterate and uncompromising monarchists on the 
‘we of the earth. Look to the consequences that 
nay result from such procedure, and then southern 
centlemen will do me the justice to believe that, if 
| seemed to be indifferent to southern interests, I 
was, at least, watching over the welfare of their 
children. e 

The argument which I have endeavored to make, 
said Mr. L.,) may be opposed by the fact of her 
Britaunie Majesty now having actual possession of 
«large amount of territory in the North, and that 
a tract of Maine had been ceded to her. This is 
accident of time and occasion, having no applica- 


|, bosoms their shrieking infants. 


I was not (said Mr. L.) an advocate | 








or foreigners will, and it is for this very reason that 
I go for Oregon. 


I go for the notice, sir, (said Mr. L.,) because 


_ I consider it a peace measure—because I believe it 


will lead to an adjustment of this vexed question 
in six months. I amnot for war. 1 desire not to 
see our hills blazing with watch-fires—our cottages 
wrapt in flames—our mothers and wives flying 
with horror from the scene, and hugging to their 
No, sir; there is 
but one voice in this country that asks for havoe; 
there is but one party that is anxious to let slip 
the dogs of war; and that is, the foreign party of 
repealers, who think that if they could involve us 
in a war with Great Britain, it would enable them 


, to accomplish Irish repeal, and thus nerve Daniel 
| O’Connell in his effort to bring down the Ameri- 


can eagle in its pride of flight. 

But if war must come, (which God forbid, said 
Mr. L.,) let it find us defending the integrity of 
American soil, which no foreign monarch must 
ever be permitted to pollute by his daring tread. 

Mr. L. continued to speak till the close of his 
hour, when Mr. HUNTER obtained the floor. All 
who are familiar with Mr. L.’s rapid style of ora- 
tory, know the difficulties which surround the re- 
porter in his effort to follow him; but we shall 


| write out our notes in a day or two, and publish 
| the speech in full in the Appendix. 


Mr. HUNTER obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise; but waived the motion at 
the request of— 


Mr. BRODHEAD:; on whose motion the joint 
resolution was laid aside for the present. 


COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 


And on motion of Mr. B., the committee took 
up the bill from the Senate, entitled “* An act to 
continue the office of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions.”’ 

The bill was read, and (no amendment having 
been ofiered) was laid aside to be reported. : 


MISSISSIPPI LAND CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 


| committee proceeded to the consideration of the 


bill ** to legalize certain land sales, made at Choc- 
‘chuma and Columbus, in the State of Mississippi, 
‘and to indemnify the Chickasaws therefor.” 

The bill having been read— 

Mr. McK AY desired to know what would be 
the amount of money required to pay for these 
lands. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON referred for the ne- 


| cessary explanations to— 


uon toa principle in nature, which is eternal and || 


must triumph, 
_ifwe have rights, (said Mr. L.,) we are bound 
by every solemn obligation to assert them; for 
while I would avoid precipitation on the one hand, 
| would equally steer clear of that vexatious delay 
which is the next thing to defeat, and which too 
ofien passes under the name of deliberation. The 
‘rgument to defer the assertion of our right over 
that territory, that we may have an opporuinity to 
populate the country, would be a good one if Eng- 
land would promise to go to sleep, while we are 
tctive in making our settlements. But is she de- 
‘eient in the elements of settlement? Is Europe 
‘rheient in the means of populating this country? 
etus look at facts; she is even now sending an- 
wually to this country five hundred thousand per- 
“ns—a large proportion of them her refuse pop- 
“vation. Yes, sir, (said Mr. L.,) estimating our 
Present population at twenty millions, she sends 
‘u one year one-fortieth as many as our entire 


population; in two years one-twentieth, in four | 


\ 
iy 


-] . . 
‘uch, added to her present population, will en- 
*€ gentlemen to ascertain how long it will take 


0 place her in the ascendant, and enable her to | 


forge chains for our children’s necks, 


am not in favor of Oregon because I wish to | 
gp 
€ a settlement there of Chinese, or Japanese, as | 


‘as been intimated on this floor. I believe we have 


ae than enough in any three of our oldest western 


States, to people more land than we shall ever ac- | 
all history tell us that two distinct peo- | 


(uire; an 


Fears one-tenth, and in eight years one-fifth, | 


Pe, hatives and strangers, cannot subsist together | 


Without one obtaini 


“icy over the other. ricans must rule America, 


and maintaining an ascend- | 


Mr. COLLAMER, who said he would explain 
the object of the bill. In the first place, the United 
States purchased the title of the Choctaw Indians 
to their lands, After their title had become vested 
in the Government, the Chickasaw title wus also 
extinguished. The sum agreed to be paid for the 


| Chickasaw lands was to be invested in a fund for 


their benefit. The line had been run when the 


| Chickasaw cession was made; but it was after- 
| wards found that the line run over into the Chick- 


|; ASAW country . 


| ernment. 


Patents could not, therefore, be 
issued for lands which had been sold by the Gov- 
The money received from these sales, 


| when confirmed by this bilt, was to go to the 


| Chickasaw fund. 


The whole amount did not ex- 
ceed five thousand dollars. 


On motion of Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, the 
committee then rose and reported. 

Whereupon, by common consent, the two said 
bills were severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING, by leave, presented a 
memorial of the Savannah Chamber of Commerce, 


| for the removal of obstructions at the mouth of the 


Savannah river; which memorial was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL asked leave to offer 
a resolution. 

But a motion to adjourn was made, and agreed 
to. 

So the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following Petitions and Memorials were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees : 


By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of the children of 
Apollo Cooper, for seven years’ half-pay: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. I. E. HOLMES: The petition of John Strohecker, 
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on the schooner Enterprise, driven by stress of weather 
into Burmuda, and forcibly detained by the authorities of the 
island. 

By Mr. ARBOTT: The petition of Nathan Monroe and 
65 others, citizens of Bradiord, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, praying that a congress of nations may be assembled, 
to form a code of international law by which their varying 
interests may be determined. 

By Mr. M. L. MARTIN: The memorial of the Milwau 
kie and Rock River Canal Company, praying Congress to 
give its assent to a law of the Legislature of Wisconsin: re 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. The petition of 
citizens of Wisconsin, for a harbor at Shebovgan: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. The petition of citizens 
ot Sheboygan, for an appropriation on a road to Fox river: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of William H. Don- 
aldson and other citizens of Miami county, Indiana, pray- 
ing the extension of the right of pre-emption, or other pre- 
fective measures, to their improvements upon the public 
lands, 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Hannah Nesten, 
fora pension. The petition of Mary Breck, for a pension 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. CROZIER: The papers relating to the claim of 
Daniel Broyles, fora pension. ‘The papers relating to the 
claim of the widow of Seth Babb, senior, deceased, for ar- 
rears of pension: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: The petition of Mary Nations to have 
her title confirmed to lands therein described: referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Joseph Wilson, 
for relief: referred to the Committee on Naval Afvaies. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Alfred BE. Ames aud 126 
others, citizens of the State of Tlinois, asking that the mail 
route from Chicago to Ronor be continued on to Galena, via 
Rock Grove, Onico, and Winslow, in said State of Ilinois 

By Mr. TIBBAT'TS: The memorial of 350 citizens of the 
city of Cincinnati, praying that Congress may pass, atas early 
a day as practicable, in order that it may become the law of 
the land, the bill to guard against steam boiler explosions, 
(amendatory of tht law of 1838,) reported by the Committee 
on Commereer in the House of Representatives atthe Ist ses- 
sion of the 98th Congress. 

By Mr. DODGE: A preamble and joint resolutions of the 
Council and House of Representatives of the Territory of 
Jowa, praying of Congress an appropriation for the improve 
ment of the “ Ageney Road,” so called, in the Territory of 
fowa: referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, A 
joint resolution from the same body, asking an appropriation 
to repair the bridge on Devil creek, in Lee eounty, in said 
Territory: referred to same committee. A joint resolution 
from the same body, instructing the delegate from Lowa to 
insist upon the boundaries forthe fluture State of lowandopt 
ed by the convention that framed its constitution referred 
to the Committee on Territories, A joint resolution from 
the same body, instructing said delegate to procure from Con 
gress an inerease of facility on mail route No, 4228: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, A 
joint resolution from the same body, requesting said delegate 
to endeavor to procure the establishment of a mail route 
from Burlington, via Lowell, Salem, and Washington, in 
Henry county, in said Territory, to the county seat of Ma- 
haska county: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE:: The petition of Luke Hilton, of 
Canada Line, State of Maine, for injuries sustained while 
in the service and employ of the Government in hauling and 
distributing the monuments on the boundary line, in Mareh, 
1845: reterred to the Committee of Claims. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 10, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
(its further reading having by general consent been 
dispensed with) was approved. 

BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. McCONNELL rose and moved that the 
Journal be so amended as to state the fact, that he 
had yesterday civen notice that he would hereafter 
ask leave to introduce a bill giving one hundred 
and sixty acres of land to every white man who 
would work it for five Fears. 

The reporter did not understand that any order 
was taken on the subject. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports 
from committees. 

Mr. POLLOCK, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of Patrick 
Smith; which was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. BEDINGER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of Clement Sewall, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate en- 
titled an ‘*Act for the relief of James Bogardus,”’ 
reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be read the third time 
to-day. The said bill was accordingly read the 
third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Senate 
thereof. 


Mr. COCKE presented a letter from the Adju- 
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tant General in relation to the ease of James Bum- | port made at the last session, from the Committee 


bough; which was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. C., ; 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case 
of James Bumbough be recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


PUBLIC DEFENCES. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill making appropriation for 
defensive works in the United States; which was 
read a first and second time, and committed to a 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 


THE REVENUE SERVICE. 


The Committee on Naval Affairs having been 
called, 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES, its chairman, report- 
ed ** A bill to regulate the appointment and pro- 
motion of officers of the United States revenue ser- 
vice, and for other purposes. ”’ 

‘The bill having been read twice by its title, 

Mr. HOLMES asked that it be put on its third 
reading at this tune. 

Mr. McK.AY, and several other members, called 
for the reading of the bill; which was accordingly 
read. 

Mr.G DAVIS said, he did not think that a bill 
of this kind, of so much importance, and contain- 
ing such a variety of provisions, should be passed 
ia this way. And he inquired whether it had 
been printed ? 

The SPEAKER said the Chair thought not. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said he thought it should be 
printed, and that the House should take time to 
consider it. It might be right, but the House 
should have time to examine it. 

Mr. I, E. HOLMES briefly explained the ne- 
cessity of its passage. It contained nothing, he 
smd, which interfered at all with the regulations 
now existing, so far as the department was con- 
cerned. ‘The appointment of the officers hitherto 
had been made without the advice and consent of 
the Senate. ‘The irresponsibility of this course 
had been such, that appointments had been made 
which never ought to have been made; and it was 
proper, therefore, that a check should be put upon 
them, Congress had appropriated large sums of 
money to build steamers. It was the most efficient 
armament for the coast service, but engineers 
were wanted; so that really, after the steamers 
had been built, and were otherwise ready for sea, 
they had not got the personnel that was essential 
to the materiel, ‘The bill did not infringe on the 
rights of the department; and the department had 
no objection to its passage, as a letter which ac- 
companied the bill shows. Its passage would 
enable us at once to appoint engineers. 

Mr. G. DAVIS suggested that, without inter- 
fering with the position of the bill on the calendar, 
he would ask that it be informally passed over, 
and that it be printed; but, 
> On motion of Mr. RA'TTHBUN, the bill was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCONNELL made an ineffectual motion 
to suspend the rules, to enable him to introtluce a 
resolution, which was read for information, pro- 
viding for the appointment of two boys as pages. 

The resolution (of which the reporter has not a 
copy) was not received—the House having refused 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS moved a suspension 
of the rules, for the purpose of receiving such pe- 
titions and resolutions as might not give rise to 
debate. 

Mr. COLLAMER suggested to Mr. Apams so 
to modify his motion as that the States should be 
called in their order. 

The SPEAKER suggested that Monday next 
would, in the regular order of business, be petition 
day. 

Whereupon Mr. ADAMS waived his motion. 


CLAIMS OF VIRGINIA. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, in pursuance of notice 
heretofore given, introduced a bill amendatory of 
the act to provide for liquidating and paying certain 
claims of the State of Virginia, approved July 5, 
1832: read twice, and referred to the Commitiee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


And, on metion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the re- 


} 


of Ways and Means, was ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER now pirated that he understood || tion of the House to an article 


|. from the Clerk that a resolution, offered immedi- | 


ately before the adjournment of the House last 
evening, had*been received. That resolution, there- 
fore, would now be the first business in order. 
‘The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, ‘I'at the Secretary of the Treasury be 
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And the leave having been given, 


Mr. HUDSON said he desired to call the atten. 
. in the * Union” of 
Thursday evening. It would be recollected that 8 
few days ago n resolution was introduced by the 
| gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Roper? Surry } in 
_ relation to certain maps of the Territory of Oregon 
_and that he (Mr. H.) took the liberty at that tim, 


| to call the attention of the House to the delay 


| requested to inform this House what amount of '| which would probably be occasioned by the o 


_ personal explanauon,. 


money 1s now in the Treasury of the United States; 
where the same is deposited, specifying the respec- 


tive amounts in each depository, and also what se- | 


curity, if any, the Government has for the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys, speciiying the na- 
ture and amount of such security given by each 
depository, and giving, also, his opinion as to the 
sufliciency of such security. 

‘he SPEAKER said that this resolution, being 
a eall for information, must, by the rule, le over 


one day, except by unanimous consent or a sus- | 


pension of the rule. 
‘Lhe resolution lies over. 
A MARITIME MILITIA. 
Mr. McDOW ELL rose and said that he desired 


to offer a resoluuon of mstruction, which was of 
some importance. it would occupy but a moment, 


and he hoped that no objecuon would be made to | 


its recepuon. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Kesolved, ‘Uhat the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to obtain, through the agency of the 


Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, or otherwise, state- | 


ments from the several collectors of the customs in 
the United States, of the stem and other vessels 
enrolled and registered in the respective districts, 
whether employed in the fisheries or on the lakes, 
coastwise or fureign navigauon, which may be of 
the burden of two hundred tons aud upwarus; giv- 
ing, in such statemeut, the age and present coudi- 
uvou of each vessel; her burden; her general con- 
strucuon, both fur sength and sailing; the trade 
she is employed in; whether in port, or the usual 
tume of her return to port; the esumated value of 
such vessel; the name of her owner or owners, and 
commanders, aud the number of her crew. 

‘Lihat the sud committee be further instructed to 
inquire into the expediency, practicability, and 
best mode of rendering available to the Govern- 
ment, in the event of any exigency or necessity, 
the use of ail such vesseis as may be suitable to 
its purposes, and the employment of the same, of 
their existing officers and crews, either upon the 
principle of a maritime militia for the United 
States, or otherwise providing for the purchase of 
such of said vessels as they may at any ume de- 
sire to take into their service, or tor suitable com- 
pensation to the owners during the period of such 
service, and for granting such commissions to their 
commanders and other officers, and such pay to 
them and their crews, as would be suitable and 


proper—having regard to the size of such vessels, 


according to the ruies and practice now in force in 
the navy. 

That the said committee be further instructed, 
upon receiving such statements or reports, anu 


classifying the different vessels according to their || 


size and qualities, whether for defence on the lakes 
or the coast, or for service in fleets, or singly on the 
ocean, to inquire into the most effective description 
of armament for such vessels, and whether such 
as may be deemed most suitable and proper be 
now on hand and in a state of readiness for such 
purpose; and report to this House at as early a 
day as practicable the result of such inquiry. 


Mr. 1. &. HOLMES suggested a change of phra- 
seology. ‘The resolution spoke of a maritime mili- | 


tia. Me (Mr. H.) thought that the word ‘ militia”’ 
was derived from the word miles, a foot soldier. 
He could not, therefore, conceive how there should 
be a maritime militia. 

Mr. McDOW ELL said, if the gentleman could 
suggest a better phrase, he (Mr. McD.) was wil- 
ling to adopt it. 


‘Lhe resolution, by general consent, was adopted. | 


OREGON. 
Mr. HAMLIN moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, [which is a privileged motion. ]} 


A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


i 
| 


i 


| graving, if, as was proposed, the maps sho 

| attached to the Pri dent's Message. Mite a 
| presented an amendment to the resolution, cajjinc 
| upon the Clerk to inform the House why there was 
| delay in the printing of the Message and accoipa- 


|| nying documents, and also the report of the Secre. 
|| tary of the Treasury. He had stated, wie fel 


bound to-do, having presented the amendment 
| that there had been, as he understood the matter an 
| unusual delay in the delivery of these documents 
He had oe no bad motives to the public 
printers. e thought there had been delay, and 
fre had asked for information as to the cause of 
that delay. He had stated, also, that he believed 
that heretofore these documents had been felivered 
at an earlier period; and that was another reason 
why he wished an inquiry into the cause. He had 
also stated that a fact had come to his knowledge, 
(and which had not been denied in the article io 
which he referred,) that the public printers, for 


| some three or four weeks probably after the period 


| of their election, had nct given the necessary bonds 
for the discharge of their duty. But he had im- 
puted nothing—no bad motives. 

Mr. McCONNELL rose to order. 

Mr. HUDSON (not being arrested by the Speak- 
er) proceeded. He had simply stated these facts 
as he believed them to exist. 

Mr. McCONNELL said he called the gentle- 
man to order. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman would state 
his —s of order. 

Mr. McCONNELL was understood to say 
| (though the reporter, catching only one word in 
| three, owing to the position of Mr. McC., rather 
| conjectures than knows,) that the gentleman from 

Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] could not tell whe- 
ther the public printers had, or had not, given 
| bonds. He (Mr. McC.) asserted that they had 
| given the bonds. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair thought that 
the gentleman from Massachuseffs was proceeding 
| in order. 
| After a remark by Mr. McCONNELL, 
| Mr. HUDSON continued. I stated what I be- 
| lieved to be a fact. I received my information 
| from one of the officers of the House; and the 
| public printers themselves have not denied that, at 
| the time I spoke of, they had not executed their 
| bonds. 

For making these remarks, which I thought I 
| had a right to make, and which I felt it my duty 
_ to make in order to support the amendment which 
| L had presented, and not for the purpose of attack- 
|| ing the public printers, or casting imputation upon 

them—for snbking these remarks the article to 
| which I allude, and which I will ask may be read 


| by the Clerk, has been published. 

[The article from the ‘‘ Union”’ of the day re- 
ferred to, over the signature of Major Heiss, was 
here read by the Clerk. ]} : 

Mr. H. proceeded. t will be seen by this ar- 
ticle that I am charged with exercising a narrow, 
uncandid, illiberal spirit habitually; and that it 1s 
also charged that, in this case, as in many others, 
my statements are not founded in truth. The 
other rhetorical flourishes of the article I will let 
pass. s 

With regard to the candor I have manifested 
here and elsewhere, I have nothing to say. Those 
who have acted with me are competent to judge. 
But in relation to the “falsehood”? in this case, 
have a word to say. I stated in substance, and, 
of course, in round numbers, that the Message and 
accompanying documents had generally been de- 
livered within a fortnight of the commencement 0 
the session—meaning, of course, within a fortnight 
| from the time of their delivery to the printer. — 
| find, on inquiry into this subject, (although we 
|| have no exact means, so Sar as I can ascertain, © 
| determining the precise day on which these docu- 
| ments have usually been sent up here reaching 


Mr. HUDSON rose and asked leave to make a | back beyond last year,) but it seems that the Presi- 


- ~~ 


| dent's 


last year waw delivered to the printer | 











